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Lecture Series Goals

• Help Catholics to get to know St. Paul a 
little better.
– Examination of his prayer, theology, life and 

history.

• Examination of the Writings of St. Paul
– Not a technical Bible Study – we will get 

into this in only a surface fashion.

– Teach some tools on how to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures.



Antiphon for St. Paul

Facing danger at sea, 

and fearful persecution, 

you became a chosen vessel of the Savior. 

With your sermons you enlightened the nations, 

and to the Athenians you revealed the unknown God. 

Teacher of the nations, 

Saint Paul, the Apostle, 

protector of us all, 

keep us who honor you, safe from every trial and danger."



Overview

• The Martyrdom of St 
Stephen

• The Conversion of 
St. Paul

• The World of St. 
Paul

• The Body of Christ

• Missionary Zeal

• Sin and Grace

• By Water and the Holy 
Spirit

• The Word Made Flesh

• Marriage and Holy 
Orders

• Christ Crucified

• The End Times

• Martyrdom of St Paul



Lecture Outline

• Marriage and spreading the Gospel
– Road to Emmaus

– Couples in Paul’s ministry

– Paul’s Teaching on Marriage and Family
• Colossians / Ephesians on Marriage

• Pastoral Letters and 1st Timothy
– Who is St. Timothy?

– The Three Degrees – Holy Orders
• Episkopos, Presbyteroi and Diakonia

• Farewell to the Priests of Miletus

• The mission of the Church – Live the Gospel!



Were not our hearts 
burning within us?

• Cleopas and Mary (his wife).  

– Acts 24:13-34

– Starting with St. Luke, this is a beautiful 
reflection on how Christ enters into marriage 
with it’s ups and downs, joys and failures.

– Christ calls married couples to the ministry 
of proclaiming the Gospel in their journey 
on “The Way”



St. Paul’s Ministry 
with Married Couples

• 2There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had 
recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla because Claudius 
had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. He went to visit them 
3and, because he practiced the same trade, stayed with them and 
worked, for they were tentmakers by trade.  (Acts 18)

• 19The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca
together with the church at their house send you many greetings 
in the Lord. (1 Cor 16)

• 3Greet Prisca and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus, 4who 
risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I am grateful but 
also all the churches of the Gentiles; 5greet also the church at their 
house. (Romans 16)



Paul’s teaching on
Family

• 18Wives, be subordinate to your husbands, as is proper in the 
Lord. 19Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any bitterness 
toward them. 20Children, obey your parents in everything, for this 
is pleasing to the Lord. 21Fathers, do not provoke your children, 
so they may not become discouraged.  (Colossians 3)

• Or said in a little better way

• 21Be subordinate to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
22Wives should be subordinate to their husbands as to the Lord. 
23For the husband is head of his wife just as Christ is head of the 
church, he himself the savior of the body. 24As the church is 
subordinate to Christ, so wives should be subordinate to their 
husbands in everything.   (Ephesians 5)



Said in an even better way..
• 25Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 

loved the church and handed himself over for 
her 26to sanctify her, cleansing her by the bath 
of water with the word, 27that he might 
present to himself the church in splendor, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blemish. 28So 
(also) husbands should love their wives as their 
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself. 29For no one hates his own flesh but 
rather nourishes and cherishes it, even as 
Christ does the church, 30because we are 
members of his body. 31"For this reason a man 
shall leave (his) father and (his) mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh." 32This is a great mystery, but I 
speak in reference to Christ and the church. 
33In any case, each one of you should love his 
wife as himself, and the wife should respect 
her husband. (Ephesians 5)



Children and Parents

• 6666Children, obey your parents (in the 
Lord), for this is right. 2"Honor your 
father and mother." This is the first 
commandment with a promise, 3"that 
it may go well with you and that you 
may have a long life on earth." 
4Fathers, do not provoke your children 
to anger, but bring them up with the 
training and instruction of the Lord.

• The focus on all of these instructions is 
to have relationships of love within 
which God’s love can be revealed.



Pastoral Letters

• 1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus
– Timothy was Bishop of Ephesus

– Titus was the Bishop of Crete

• If written by St. Paul, written just before his martyrdom in Rome 
in 67 AD
– Debate on authorship centers on word usage – but could have been a 

different scribe. 

– Some scholars think that the Ecclesiastical organization is too clean.

– On the other hand the Escenes were highly organized.  Also, consider 
Acts and other sources.

• Tone of these letters is one of advice to pastors about how to lead 
the Church.

• Think of these as rocking chair St. Paul, sipping his root beer.



Who is Timothy?

• He reached (also) Derbe and Lystra where there was a disciple named 
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his 
father was a Greek. 2The brothers in Lystra and Iconium spoke highly 
of him, 3and Paul wanted him to come along with him. On account 
of the Jews of that region, Paul had him circumcised, for they all 
knew that his father was a Greek. (Acts 16)

• A Convert to Christianity (Jewish / Pagan heritage)

• Journeyed with St. Paul on his 2nd and 3rd missionary journeys

• One of St. Paul’s “Go To” guys for special missions (cf. Acts 19:22, 
1 Cor 4:17 and 1 Thes 3:2).

• Bishop of Ephesus (hence, St. Paul’s 2 letters to him).

•1111Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of 
God our savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, 2to 
Timothy, my true child in faith: grace, mercy, and 
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  (1 Timothy)



The 3 Degrees
(of Holy Orders)

• Episkopos – In the early Church this was the overseer 
(Bishop).  With St. Paul this office is somewhat mingled 
with Presbyteros, although in Timothy he calls them 
out seperately

• Presbyteros – In the early Church this was the council 
of elders that assisted the Episkopos (Bishop / 
Overseer) in carrying out his ministry.  By 110 the two 
degrees were more clearly defined in the Church (see 
St. Ignatius of Antioch).

• Diakonia – In the early Church this was the office of 
Service (Deacon).  This office was always distinct.  
(Remember Acts 6).



St. Ignatius of Antioch

• "Now, therefore, it has been my privilege to see you in the person of 
your God-inspired bishop, Damas; and in the persons of your worthy 
presbyters, Bassus and Apollonius; and my fellow-servant, the deacon,
Zotion. What a delight is his company! For he is subject to the bishop as 
to the grace of God, and to the presbytery as to the law of Jesus Christ" 

• "Take care to do all things in harmony with God, with the bishop
presiding in the place of God and with the presbyters in the place of the 
council of the apostles, and with the deacons, who are most dear to me, 
entrusted with the business of Jesus Christ, who was with the Father from 
the beginning and is at last made manifest"

• "Take care, therefore, to be confirmed in the decrees of the Lord and of 
the apostles, in order that in everything you do, you may prosper in body 
and in soul, in faith and in love, in Son and in Father and in Spirit, in 
beginning and in end, together with your most reverend bishop; and with 
that fittingly woven spiritual crown, the presbytery; and with the deacons, 
men of God. Be subject to the bishop and to one another as Jesus Christ 
was subject to the Father, and the apostles were subject to Christ and to 
the Father; so that there may be unity in both body and spirit"



Episkopos (Bishop)

• This saying is trustworthy: whoever aspires to 
the office of bishop desires a noble task. 
2Therefore, a bishop must be irreproachable, 
married only once, temperate, self-controlled, 
decent, hospitable, able to teach, 3not a 
drunkard, not aggressive, but gentle, not 
contentious, not a lover of money. 4He must 
manage his own household well, keeping his 
children under control with perfect dignity; 
5for if a man does not know how to manage his 
own household, how can he take care of the 
church of God? 6He should not be a recent 
convert, so that he may not become conceited 
and thus incur the devil’s punishment. 7He 
must also have a good reputation among 
outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, 
the devil’s trap.  (1 Timothy 3)



Diakonia (Deacon)

• 8Similarly, deacons must be dignified, not deceitful, not 
addicted to drink, not greedy for sordid gain, 9holding 
fast to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 
10Moreover, they should be tested first; then, if there is 
nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. 
11Women, similarly, should be dignified, not 
slanderers, but temperate and faithful in everything. 
12Deacons may be married only once and must manage 
their children and their households well. 13Thus those 
who serve well as deacons gain good standing and 
much confidence in their faith in Christ Jesus.  (1 
Timothy 3)



Presbyteros / Priest

• 17Presbyters who preside well deserve double honor, especially those who 
toil in preaching and teaching. 18For the scripture says, "You shall not 
muzzle an ox when it is threshing," and, "A worker deserves his pay." 
19Do not accept an accusation against a presbyter unless it is supported by 
two or three witnesses. 20Reprimand publicly those who do sin, so that 
the rest also will be afraid. 21I charge you before God and Christ Jesus 
and the elect angels to keep these rules without prejudice, doing nothing 
out of favoritism. 22Do not lay hands too readily on anyone, and do not 
share in another’s sins. Keep yourself pure. 23Stop drinking only water, 
but have a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent 
illnesses. 24Some people’s sins are public, preceding them to judgment; 
but other people are followed by their sins. 25Similarly, good works are 
also public; and even those that are not cannot remain hidden.  (1 
Timothy 5).



St. Paul’s Admonition

• 6If you will give these instructions to the brothers, you will be a good 
minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on the words of the faith and of the 
sound teaching you have followed. 7Avoid profane and silly myths. Train 
yourself for devotion, 8for, while physical training is of limited value, 
devotion is valuable in every respect, since it holds a promise of life both 
for the present and for the future. 9This saying is trustworthy and 
deserves full acceptance. 10For this we toil and struggle, because we have 
set our hope on the living God, who is the savior of all, especially of 
those who believe. 11Command and teach these things. 12Let no one have 
contempt for your youth, but set an example for those who believe, in 
speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity. 13Until I arrive, attend to the 
reading, exhortation, and teaching. 14Do not neglect the gift you have, 
which was conferred on you through the prophetic word with the 
imposition of hands of the presbyterate. 15Be diligent in these matters, be 
absorbed in them, so that your progress may be evident to everyone. 
16Attend to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in both tasks, for by 
doing so you will save both yourself and those who listen to you. (1 
Timothy 4)



Farewell in Miletus

• 17From Miletus he had the presbyters of the church at Ephesus 
summoned. 18When they came to him, he addressed them, "You 
know how I lived among you the whole time from the day I first 
came to the province of Asia. 19I served the Lord with all humility 
and with the tears and trials that came to me because of the plots 
of the Jews, 20and I did not at all shrink from telling you what was 
for your benefit, or from teaching you in public or in your homes. 
21I earnestly bore witness for both Jews and Greeks to repentance 
before God and to faith in our Lord Jesus. 22But now, compelled 
by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem. What will happen to me 
there I do not know, 23except that in one city after another the 
holy Spirit has been warning me that imprisonment and hardships 
await me. 24Yet I consider life of no importance to me, if only I 
may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to bear witness to the gospel of God’s grace.  (Acts 
20)



Farewell in
Miletus

• 25"But now I know that none of you to whom I preached the 
kingdom during my travels will ever see my face again. 26And so I 
solemnly declare to you this day that I am not responsible for the 
blood of any of you, 27for I did not shrink from proclaiming to 
you the entire plan of God. 28Keep watch over yourselves and 
over the whole flock of which the holy Spirit has appointed you 
overseers, in which you tend the church of God that he acquired 
with his own blood. 29I know that after my departure savage 
wolves will come among you, and they will not spare the flock. 
30And from your own group, men will come forward perverting 
the truth to draw the disciples away after them. 31So be vigilant 
and remember that for three years, night and day, I unceasingly 
admonished each of you with tears. 32And now I commend you 
to God and to that gracious word of his that can build you up and 
give you the inheritance among all who are consecrated.  (Acts 
20)



Farewell in Miletus

• 33I have never wanted anyone’s silver or gold or 
clothing. 34You know well that these very hands have 
served my needs and my companions. 35In every way I 
have shown you that by hard work of that sort we must 
help the weak, and keep in mind the words of the Lord 
Jesus who himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.’" 36When he had finished speaking he knelt 
down and prayed with them all. 37They were all 
weeping loudly as they threw their arms around Paul 
and kissed him, 38for they were deeply distressed that 
he had said that they would never see his face again. 
Then they escorted him to the ship. (Acts 20)



Preach the Gospel 
always…
• If you are married 

– First and foremost strive to have relationships of love between 
Husband and Wife and Parents and Children.

• If you are ordained 
– be vigilant in your ministry and preach the Word in all that 

you do.

• All Christians (Married, Ordained or Single)
– preach the word with your actions to your families, friends and 

co-workers.

• 16Undeniably great is the mystery of devotion, Who 
was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the spirit, 
seen by angels, proclaimed to the Gentiles, believed in 
throughout the world, taken up in glory.  (1 Timothy 
3)



What is coming next…

• Christ Crucified

– Our next lecture falls on the Tuesday of 
Holy Week…



Resources

• Father Andreas Hock (St. Francis School for 
Deacons)

• New Jerome Biblical Commentary

• New Testament (Raymond Brown)

• Letter to the Magnesians 2 (St. Ignatius of 
Antioch – AD 110)


