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Lecture Series Goals

• Help Catholics to get to know St. Paul a 
little better.
– Examination of his prayer, theology, life and 

history.

• Examination of the Writings of St. Paul
– Not a technical Bible Study – we will get 

into this in only a surface fashion.

– Teach some tools on how to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures.



Antiphon for St. Paul

Facing danger at sea, 

and fearful persecution, 

you became a chosen vessel of the Savior. 

With your sermons you enlightened the nations, 

and to the Athenians you revealed the unknown God. 

Teacher of the nations, 

Saint Paul, the Apostle, 

protector of us all, 

keep us who honor you, safe from every trial and danger."



Overview

• The Martyrdom of St 
Stephen

• The Conversion of 
St. Paul

• The World of St. 
Paul

• The Body of Christ

• Missionary Zeal

• Sin and Grace

• By Water and the 
Holy Spirit

• The Word Made 
Flesh

• Marriage and Holy 
Orders

• The Holy Trinity

• The End Times

• Martyrdom of St 
Paul



Lecture Outline

• Church teaching on Baptism
– Catechism

– Canon Law

• Scripture on Baptism – B.P. (Before Paul)
– John the Baptist

– Baptism of Jesus 

– Pentecost

– Baptism in the Early Church

• Scripture on Baptism A.P. (After Paul)
– Recap of Pauline Baptismal contributions

– Ephesians as a Baptism Liturgy / Reflection



Baptism
It’s the Law!

• The Church is a Mystery – Sacramentum  - Latin for Oath 
translates to Greek as Mysterion which has other 
connotations.  

– The Church is a Mystery She is a Sacrament – A visible sign 
of Christ’s presence in the world.  

– Christ is a visible sign of God.  The Church shows us Christ 
resurrected from the Dead is shown to us through the 
sacraments

• CCL. 849 Baptism, the gateway to the sacraments and 
necessary for salvation by actual reception or at least by 
desire, is validly conferred only by a washing of true water
with the proper form of words. Through baptism men and 
women are freed from sin, are reborn as children of God, 
and, configured to Christ by an indelible character, are 
incorporated into the Church.



Baptism - Catechism

• 1214 1214 1214 1214 This sacrament is called Baptism, after the central rite by 
which it is carried out: to baptize (Greek baptizein) means to 
"plunge" or "immerse"; the "plunge" into the water symbolizes 
the catechumen's burial into Christ's death, from which he rises
up by resurrection with him, as "a new creature."6

• 1224 1224 1224 1224 Our Lord voluntarily submitted himself to the baptism of 
St. John, intended for sinners, in order to "fulfill all 
righteousness."19 Jesus' gesture is a manifestation of his self-
emptying.20 The Spirit who had hovered over the waters of the 
first creation descended then on the Christ as a prelude of the new 
creation, and the Father revealed Jesus as his "beloved Son."21



Baptism - Catechism
• 1225 1225 1225 1225 In his Passover Christ opened to all men the fountain of 

Baptism. He had already spoken of his Passion, which he was 
about to suffer in Jerusalem, as a "Baptism" with which he had to 
be baptized.22 The blood and water that flowed from the pierced 
side of the crucified Jesus are types of Baptism and the Eucharist, 
the sacraments of new life.23 From then on, it is possible "to be 
born of water and the Spirit"24 in order to enter the Kingdom of 
God. 

• See where you are baptized, see where Baptism comes from, if not
from the cross of Christ, from his death. There is the whole mystery: 
he died for you. In him you are redeemed, in him you are saved.25



Baptism – Catechism

• 1226 1226 1226 1226 From the very day of Pentecost the 
Church has celebrated and administered holy 
Baptism. Indeed St. Peter declares to the 
crowd astounded by his preaching: "Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit."26 The apostles and their collaborators 
offer Baptism to anyone who believed in Jesus: 
Jews, the God-fearing, pagans.27 Always, 
Baptism is seen as connected with faith: 
"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household," St. Paul 
declared to his jailer in Philippi. And the 
narrative continues, the jailer "was baptized at 
once, with all his family."28



John the Baptist

• 16John answered them all, saying, "I am baptizing 
you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I 
am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire. 
17His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
.(Luke 3)

– John’s Baptism was the way by which he was preparing 
the way for the Lord.

– From Luke and Mark and John we learn that John the 
Baptist preached a baptism of repentance.

– This was not a sacramental baptism – it did not confer 
grace.

– This was a cleansing as a sign of repentance.



Why was Jesus Baptized by 
John?

• Why was Jesus baptized by John, he 
did not need repentance
– To fulfill all righteousness (cf. Matt 

3:15)

– One of the Church Fathers explained it 
this way – If Jesus who is without sin was 
baptized, then how can I (who is a great 
sinner) think that I am too good for it?

– Hilary – Jesus was baptized to sanctify 
the waters of Baptism for us – When 
Christ enters into the water he sanctifies 
the water for us.  

– Repentance prepares for Forgiveness.



Sit on His 
right and left

• 33"Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn 
him to death and hand him over to the Gentiles 34who will mock him, 
spit upon him, scourge him, and put him to death, but after three days he 
will rise." … "Teacher, …Grant that in your glory we may sit one at your 
right and the other at your left." 38Jesus said to them, "You do not know 
what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I drink or be baptized 
with the baptism with which I am baptized?" 39They said to him, "We 
can." Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink, you will drink, and with 
the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit at 
my right or at my left is not mine to give but is for those for whom it has 
been prepared." … 45For the Son of Man did not come to be served but 
to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many."  (Mark 10)

• 50There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and how great is my 
anguish until it is accomplished!  (Luke 12).



Blood & 
Water

• 32So the soldiers came and broke the legs of 
the first and then of the other one who was 
crucified with Jesus. 33But when they came to 
Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they 
did not break his legs, 34but one soldier thrust 
his lance into his side, and immediately blood 
and water flowed out. 35An eyewitness has 
testified, and his testimony is true; he knows 
that he is speaking the truth, so that you also 
may (come to) believe. (John 19)

• Blood and Water are both powerful symbols of 
life (Hippolytus) – they are a sign of Christ’s 
power to save.

• Symbol of the Rock in the Desert that Moses 
struck – he got water from the rock to save his 
people.  In the same way Christ is struck and 
from him flows life-giving water and blood.

• Blood that is given for the remission of sin 
(Augustine).  

• The Church is born from the side of Christ 
(Just as eve was born from the side of Adam 
(Ephrem the Syrian).  

• Bringing good out of evil.  Defiling the body 
with a spear, releases the grace of the 
Sacraments.



St. John’s thoughts on the 
Baptism of Christ

Jesus begins his ministry by Baptism by 
John (so that the full wrath of God 

might be placed upon him, and ends 
his ministry with the Baptism of the 

Cross (Blood and Water).  He begins 
and ends his ministry in obedience to 

the will of the Father.

Christ’s Crucifixion is a Baptism 
because it is by this that he will purify 
the whole world.  It is his sacrifice on 
the Cross that washes away all of our 

sins .
St. John of
Damascene

St. John 
Chrysostom



Pentecost 
Birth of the Church

• 19Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit,
(Matthew 28)

• 37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and they 
asked Peter and the other apostles, "What are we to do, my 
brothers?" 38Peter (said) to them, "Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the gift of the holy Spirit. 39For the 
promise is made to you and to your children and to all those far
off, whomever the Lord our God will call." (Acts 2)

• 35Then Philip opened his mouth and, beginning with this scripture 
passage, he proclaimed Jesus to him. 36As they traveled along the 
road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, "Look, there 
is water. What is to prevent my being baptized?" 37 38Then he 
ordered the chariot to stop, and Philip and the eunuch both went
down into the water, and he baptized him. (Acts 8)



Baptism of John vs Jesus

• 2He said to them, "Did you receive the holy Spirit when you 
became believers?" They answered him, "We have never even 
heard that there is a holy Spirit." 3He said, "How were you 
baptized?" They replied, "With the baptism of John." 4Paul then 
said, "John baptized with a baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in 
Jesus." 5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 6And when Paul laid (his) hands on them, the holy 
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 
prophesied. 7Altogether there were about twelve men.  (Acts 19)



Difference in Baptism’s

The difference between the Baptism of John 
(of Repentance – our action) and of the 
Christ (by the Apostles), is that the Holy 
Spirit brings about the Forgiveness of Sins

John’s Baptism was for instruction 
(Repentance), Christ’s Baptism was

salvific.

The Baptism of Christ hands on the 
Holy Spirit, whereas John’s does not.

St. Bede

Fr. Ray
Brown S.J.

St. John
Chrysostom



Baptism of Gentiles 
and Infants 

• 1Now in Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the 
Cohort called the Italica, 2devout and God-fearing along with his whole 
household, who used to give alms generously to the Jewish people and 
pray to God constantly. …45The circumcised believers who had 
accompanied Peter were astounded that the gift of the holy Spirit should 
have been poured out on the Gentiles also, 46for they could hear them 
speaking in tongues and glorifying God. Then Peter responded, 47"Can 
anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people, who have received 
the holy Spirit even as we have?" 48He ordered them to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 49Then they invited him to stay for a few days. 
(Acts 10)

• Whenever the Church mentions Jesus, by the unity of the Trinity the 
entire Trinity is understood to be present. (Bede)

• Water cleanses the Body, the Spirit seals the soul  (Cyril of Jerusalem).  

• Unity of the Church is at the heart of Peter’s Ministry (The role of the 
Pope).



Baptism - recap

• John the Baptist – Baptized as part of his mission – “Prepare the 
way of the Lord”.  His baptism was one of repentance in order to 
prepare our hearts to receive forgiveness. (Matthew)

• Jesus’ baptism was the sacrifice that he offered in obedience to the 
Father on the cross.  It is signified in John’s gospel when John
reports that “blood and water that poured from his side as he 
hung upon the cross”.

• At Pentecost those entering into the Church were baptized.  
Baptism allows us to enter into the Church by being baptized into 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. (Acts)

• John’s Gospel and Matthew’s Gospel define the matter and form 
of Baptism (water and the words).

• Men, women, children and slaves were all baptized.

• Baptism is necessary for Salvation – and the mission of the Church 
(John 3)



St. Paul’s Baptism Theology

• Baptized into the Death and Resurrection  of Christ (Romans 6:3-
11)

– Baptism transforms our death from a death due to sin into a death to 
sin.  This means that we are able to share in the resurrection of 
Christ.

• Evangelization prepares for Baptism (1 Corinthians 1:13-17)

– In order to accept the Good News we need to hear the Good News.

• Moses and the Israelites crossing the Red Sea foreshadows our 
Baptism (1 Corinthians 10:1-4)

– St. Paul opens our hearts to the long-laid plans of God & Christ is at 
the center of time.

• By Baptism we are made members of the Body of Christ (1 
Corinthians 12:13-14)

– Our relationship as brothers and sisters in Christ is not by blood but 
in Christ and through Christ. Christ is the lens through which we 
relate to one another.



The Father’s view on 
Baptism

• Christ died and was buried in the flesh – We die to all 
sin (Chrysostum)

• We ought to die to sin with the same seriousness that 
Christ died on the cross (Augustine)

• While Baptism is essential for entry into the kingdom of 
heaven, preaching the Gospel is even more important.  
Anyone can baptize, but only the truly gifted can 
preach the Gospel. (Chrysostum on 1 Cor 1)

• Baptism is a symbol of the resurrection because when 
we come out of the water, we rise to new life.  This 
means that we ought to abide in the commandments of 
Christ and not go back to the way we were before.

• We are planted together with Christ in the Death of 
Baptism.  (Origen) – He had a sense of being rooted in 
Christ, or grafted into the vine of Christ so that our 
Spiritual life has the source for life anew.  



Letter to the Ephesians

• Captivity letter written from Rome in 60-63. 

– Rocking chair St. Paul (52-53 yrs old).

– Lacks the Polemics of the earlier letters

– Shows a more refined side of St. Paul’s spirituality.

– Might have been written as a “circular letter” – to 
which we have the copy to Ephesians.

• Ephesians 1:3-3:21is thought to 

be from an early, Pauline Baptism 

liturgy or homily.



God’s Plan with Baptism

• 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, 4as 
he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy 
and without blemish before him. In love 5he destined us for 
adoption to himself through Jesus Christ, in accord with the favor 
of his will, 6for the praise of the glory of his grace that he granted 
us in the beloved. 7In him we have redemption by his blood, the 
forgiveness of transgressions, in accord with the riches of his grace 
8that he lavished upon us. In all wisdom and insight, 9he has made 
known to us the mystery of his will in accord with his favor that he 
set forth in him 10as a plan for the fullness of times, to sum up all 
things in Christ, in heaven and on earth. 11In him we were also 
chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the one who 
accomplishes all things according to the intention of his will, 12so 
that we might exist for the praise of his glory, we who first hoped 
in Christ.  (Ephesians 1)



Our source of thanksgiving

• 13In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed with the promised holy 
Spirit, 14which is the first installment of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God’s possession, to the praise of his glory. 15Therefore, I, 
too, hearing of your faith in the Lord Jesus and of your love for all the 
holy ones, 16do not cease giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of him. 
18May the eyes of (your) hearts be enlightened, that you may know what 
is the hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches of glory in his 
inheritance among the holy ones, 19and what is the surpassing greatness of 
his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of his great 
might, 20which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating
him at his right hand in the heavens, 21far above every principality, 
authority, power, and dominion, and every name that is named not only 
in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all things beneath 
his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his 
body, the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. (Ephesians 
1)



The gift from God - Grace

• You were dead in your transgressions and sins 2in which you once 
lived following the age of this world, following the ruler of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the disobedient. 
3All of us once lived among them in the desires of our flesh, 
following the wishes of the flesh and the impulses, and we were by 
nature children of wrath, like the rest. 4But God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of the great love he had for us, 5even when we 
were dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved), 6raised us up with him, and seated us 
with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, 7that in the ages to come 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness 
to us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; 9it is not from 
works, so no one may boast. 10For we are his handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in advance, that 
we should live in them. (Ephesians 2)



Baptism our entry into the 
covenant through Christ

• 11Therefore, remember that at one time you, Gentiles in the flesh,
called the uncircumcision by those called the circumcision, which 
is done in the flesh by human hands, 12were at that time without 
Christ, alienated from the community of Israel and strangers to 
the covenants of promise, without hope and without God in the 
world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
become near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace, he 
who made both one and broke down the dividing wall of enmity, 
through his flesh, 15abolishing the law with its commandments and 
legal claims, that he might create in himself one new person in 
place of the two, thus establishing peace, 16and might reconcile 
both with God, in one body, through the cross, putting that 
enmity to death by it. 



Baptism = Membership in 
the family of God

• 17He came and preached peace to you who were far 
off and peace to those who were near, 18for through 
him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  
(Ephesians 2)19So then you are no longer strangers and 
sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the holy 
ones and members of the household of God, 20built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. 21Through him the 
whole structure is held together and grows into a 
temple sacred in the Lord; 22in him you also are being 
built together into a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit. (Ephesians 2)



Paul’s role in our Baptism

• Because of this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ (Jesus) for you Gentiles-- 2if, 
as I suppose, you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was 
given to me for your benefit, 3(namely, that) the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly earlier. 4When you 
read this you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
5which was not made known to human beings in other generations as it 
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit, 
6that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners 
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7Of this I became a 
minister by the gift of God’s grace that was granted me in accord with the 
exercise of his power. 8To me, the very least of all the holy ones, this 
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the inscrutable riches of Christ, 
9and to bring to light [for all] what is the plan of the mystery hidden 
from ages past in God who created all things, 10so that the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the 
principalities and authorities in the heavens. 11This was according to the 
eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom 
we have boldness of speech and confidence of access through faith in him. 
(Ephesians 3)



Paul’s conclusion

• 13So I ask you not to lose heart over my afflictions for you; this is 
your glory. 14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16that he 
may grant you in accord with the riches of his glory to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner self, 17and 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, 
rooted and grounded in love, 18may have strength to comprehend 
with all the holy ones what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
20Now to him who is able to accomplish far more than all we ask 
or imagine, by the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.  (Ephesians 3)



Family of God

• In Baptism we enter into relationship with God who is one.  That
is a God that can be known by Reason, but the God who is 
revealed in the Scriptures is the Father, The Son and the Holy 
Spirit.  The Church reveals the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

• How does the Church relate to God the Father?  

– The way back to the Father, The authority of the Parent.  The 
relationship back to God by the Church is in the role of the Son, we 
offer praise to God through the Son.  The Church is part of Gods
plan in the fullness of time, it is part of Gods eternal plan.  

• Through Christ we should be blessed by every blessing in the 
heavens.  As the Body of Christ, the Church is the vehicle through 
which the blessings of God come.  

• When we bless our children we confer identity and mission.  The 
Church does this as well.  



Renewal of Vows
• In fulfilling our baptismal vows we become an instrument of 

salvation for ourselves and for the whole world.  This is the 
mission that Christ has called us to…

• Do you reject Satan?  I Do.

• And all his works?  I Do.

• And all his empty promises?  I Do.

• Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth?  I Do.

• Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died, and was buried, rose 
from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?  
I Do.

• Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and life everlasting?  I Do.

• This is our faith.  This is the faith of the Church.  We are proud to 
process it, in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.



What is coming next…

• The Word Made Flesh

– St. Paul and the Eucharist.



Resources

• Father Andreas Hock (St. Francis School for Deacons)

• Dr. Anthony Lillies (St. Francis School for Deacons) 

• Ancient Christian Commentaries on Scriptures (IVP)

• New Jerome Biblical Commentary

• New Testament (Raymond Brown)

• Summa Theologica, 3rd Part, Question 38 – St. 
Thomas Aquinas

• The Catholic Study Bible, NAB, Oxford Press

• Catechism of the Catholic Church

• Code of Canon Law


