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Lecture Series Goals

• Help Catholics to get to know St. Paul a 
little better.
– Examination of his prayer, theology, life and 

history.

• Examination of the Writings of St. Paul
– Not a technical Bible Study – we will get 

into this in only a surface fashion.

– Teach some tools on how to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures.



Antiphon for St. Paul

Facing danger at sea, 

and fearful persecution, 

you became a chosen vessel of the Savior. 

With your sermons you enlightened the nations, 

and to the Athenians you revealed the unknown God. 

Teacher of the nations, 

Saint Paul, the Apostle, 

protector of us all, 

keep us who honor you, safe from every trial and danger."



Overview

• The Martyrdom of St 
Stephen

• The Conversion of 
St. Paul

• The World of St. 
Paul

• The Body of Christ

• Missionary Zeal

• Sin and Grace

• By Water and the 
Holy Spirit

• The Word Made 
Flesh

• Marriage and Holy 
Orders

• The Holy Trinity

• The End Times

• Martyrdom of St 
Paul



Lecture Outline

• Where Sin Abounds, Grace Abounds all the 
more…

• The Roman Church

• Paul’s Letter to the Romans

• How am I saved from sin?

• Adam and Christ

• War of Sin and Grace

• Universal call to holiness – Nothing will 
separate us from the Love of Christ



Rome’s Jewish Connection

• The Jewish community in Rome was 
40,000 to 50,000 – Merchants, 
Immigrants and captives from Israel.

• From about 100 BC, the Herodian 
Princes were sent to Rome for 
education.  (Ties between Caesar 
Augustus and Herod Antipas)

• Based on an analysis of St. Paul’s letter 
to the Romans the Church is a broad 
mix of Jewish and Gentile Christians.



When was the Roman 
Church Founded?

• Tacitus on Roman Christians (64AD)

– Nero falsely accused and executed with the most exquisite punishments those 
people called Christians, who were infamous for their abominations. The 
originator of the name, Christ, was executed as a criminal by the procurator 
Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberius; and though repressed, this 
destructive superstition erupted again, not only through Judea, which was the 
origin of this evil, but also through the city of Rome, … Therefore, first those 
were seized who admitted their faith, and then, using the information they 
provided, a vast multitude were convicted, not so much for the crime of 
burning the city, but for hatred of the human race….they were killed by dogs 
by having the hides of beasts attached to them, or they were nailed to crosses 
or set aflame, and, when the daylight passed away, they were used as 
nighttime lamps. Nero gave his own gardens for this spectacle and performed 
a Circus game, in the habit of a charioteer mixing with the plebs or driving 
about the race-course. Even though they were clearly guilty and merited being 
made the most recent example of the consequences of crime, people began to 
pity these sufferers, because they were consumed not for the public good but 
on account of the fierceness of one man.



Suetonius on Roman 
Christians (41-54 AD)

• Suetonius, another Roman historian, lived A.D. 75-
160. It has been noted that Suetonius considered 
Christ (Chrestus) to be a Roman rebel active in the 
days of Claudius, who reigned A.D. 41-54: 

• "Judaeos, impulsore Chresto, assidue tumultuantes 
(Claudius) Roma expulit". "Since the Jews constantly 
made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus 
expelled them from Rome" (Clau., xxv).

• Acts 18:1-3 – When Paul came to Corinth in 50AD 
he met Aquila and Priscilla came there from Rome.

– Punishment was inflicted on the Christians, a class of 
men given to a new and mischievous superstition



Paul’s letter to the Romans

• Fourth letter of St. Paul – After 
Thessalonians and 1st Corinthians.

• Written from Corinth between 
56-58 AD – After 1st

Corinthians and before 2nd

Corinthians

• History of the Church in Rome –
Likely that the Church was 
founded in Rome in the 40’s.

• 1st Peter was written by St. Peter 
from Rome in 60-63 AD.



Structure of Romans
• Address (1, 1-15)

• Body (1:16-15:13)
– The Christian Life (1:16-11:36)

• Justification by Faith (1:16-8:39)

– Abraham the model of Faith (4:1-25)

– Effect of the Two Adams (5:1-8:39)

• Paul struggles with Israel’s disbelief (9:1-
11:36)

– Moral Implications of being a Christian 
(12:1-15:13)

• If I am justified by Faith, how then do I live?

• Conclusion (15:14-16:27)



Justification by Faith

• Universal Sinfulness
– Both Jews and Gentiles 

are Sinners (1:18-
3:31)

– Sin of all since sin of 
Adam (5:12-21)

– The human dilemma –
knowing what is right 
(the Law) does not 
enable us to do what is 
right.  (7:13-25)

• Universal Salvation
• We are already justified by 

faith

• Exemplified in Abraham 
(4:1-25)

• Fulfilled in Christ (5:1-11; 
6:1-23; 8:1-39)



How am I Saved?
• Humanity saves itself Humanity saves itself Humanity saves itself Humanity saves itself – I save myself by knowing the secret to 

salvation – the secret of positive thinking.  The focus of my 
salvation is on myself – it is ultimately selfish and self-centered.  
There is no room for God.

• Humanity is saved through exterior worksHumanity is saved through exterior worksHumanity is saved through exterior worksHumanity is saved through exterior works.  I am saved by 
following “The Law”.  If I simply do these things (diet, family, 
calendar of feasts, ritual laws) I will be saved.  Jesus said that he 
could raise up Sons of Abraham from stones (a two fold jab at the 
scribes and Pharisees, saying that their hearts are stony and that 
ancestry is not the essential bit.  How often do we see this today –
“All I need to do to be Catholic is go to Mass on Sunday…” This 
is a start, but it is meant to lead us to something deeper…

• Humanity is Saved through Christ Humanity is Saved through Christ Humanity is Saved through Christ Humanity is Saved through Christ – It is my relationship (Faith) in 
Christ that leads me to salvation.  I am saved by the work of 
another; I am saved by the Son of God.



Knowledge – Save yourself
• 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel. It is the power of God for the 

salvation of everyone who believes: for Jew first, and then Greek. 17For in 
it is revealed the righteousness of God from faith to faith; as it is written, 
"The one who is righteous by faith will live." 18The wrath of God is 
indeed being revealed from heaven against every impiety and wickedness 
of those who suppress the truth by their wickedness. 19For what can be 
known about God is evident to them, because God made it evident to 
them. 20Ever since the creation of the world, his invisible attributes of 
eternal power and divinity have been able to be understood and 
perceived in what he has made. As a result, they have no excuse; 21for 
although they knew God they did not accord him glory as God or give 
him thanks. Instead, they became vain in their reasoning, and their 
senseless minds were darkened. 22While claiming to be wise, they became 
fools 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for the likeness of 
an image of mortal man or of birds or of four-legged animals or of snakes. 
(Romans 1)(Romans 1)(Romans 1)(Romans 1)



Saving myself leads to sin
• 24Therefore, God handed them over to impurity through the lusts of their 

hearts for the mutual degradation of their bodies. 25They exchanged the 
truth of God for a lie and revered and worshiped the creature rather than 
the creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26Therefore, God handed 
them over to degrading passions. Their females exchanged natural 
relations for unnatural, 27and the males likewise gave up natural relations 
with females and burned with lust for one another. Males did shameful 
things with males and thus received in their own persons the due penalty 
for their perversity. 28And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, 
God handed them over to their undiscerning mind to do what is 
improper. 29They are filled with every form of wickedness, evil, greed, 
and malice; full of envy, murder, rivalry, treachery, and spite. They are 
gossips 30and scandalmongers and they hate God. They are insolent, 
haughty, boastful, ingenious in their wickedness, and rebellious toward 
their parents. 31They are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 
32Although they know the just decree of God that all who practice such 
things deserve death, they not only do them but give approval to those 
who practice them. (Romans 1)(Romans 1)(Romans 1)(Romans 1)



Consequence of 
Sin and Grace

• 1Therefore, you are without excuse, every one of you who 
passes judgment. For by the standard by which you judge 
another you condemn yourself, since you, the judge, do the 
very same things. 2We know that the judgment of God on those 
who do such things is true. 3Do you suppose, then, you who 
judge those who engage in such things and yet do them 
yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God? 4Or do 
you hold his priceless kindness, forbearance, and patience in 
low esteem, unaware that the kindness of God would lead you 
to repentance? 5By your stubbornness and impenitent heart, 
you are storing up wrath for yourself for the day of wrath and 
revelation of the just judgment of God, 6who will repay 
everyone according to his works: 7eternal life to those who seek 
glory, honor, and immortality through perseverance in good 
works, 8but wrath and fury to those who selfishly disobey the 
truth and obey wickedness. 9Yes, affliction and distress will 
come upon every human being who does evil, Jew first and 
then Greek. 10But there will be glory, honor, and peace for 
everyone who does good, Jew first and then Greek. 11There is 
no partiality with God. (Romans 2)(Romans 2)(Romans 2)(Romans 2)



The Law saves you?
• 17Now if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast of 

God 18and know his will and are able to discern what is important 
since you are instructed from the law, 19and if you are confident 
that you are a guide for the blind and a light for those in darkness, 
20that you are a trainer of the foolish and teacher of the simple,
because in the law you have the formulation of knowledge and 
truth-- 21then you who teach another, are you failing to teach 
yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal? 22You 
who forbid adultery, do you commit adultery? You who detest 
idols, do you rob temples? 23You who boast of the law, do you 
dishonor God by breaking the law? 24For, as it is written, 
"Because of you the name of God is reviled among the Gentiles." 
(Romans 2)(Romans 2)(Romans 2)(Romans 2)



What is Sin?
• (CCC(CCC(CCC(CCC----1849) 1849) 1849) 1849) Sin is an offense against reason, 

truth, and right conscience; it is failure in genuine 
love for God and neighbor caused by a perverse 
attachment to certain goods. It wounds the nature 
of man and injures human solidarity…

• (CCC(CCC(CCC(CCC----1850)1850)1850)1850) Sin is an offense against God: 
"Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done 
that which is evil in your sight."122 Sin sets itself 
against God's love for us and turns our hearts 
away from it. Like the first sin, it is disobedience, 
a revolt against God through the will to become 
"like gods,"123 knowing and determining good 
and evil. Sin is thus "love of oneself even to 
contempt of God."124 In this proud self-
exaltation, sin is diametrically opposed to the 
obedience of Jesus, which achieves our 
salvation.125



All are in bondage to Sin
• 9Well, then, are we better off? Not entirely, for we have already brought 

the charge against Jews and Greeks alike that they are all under the 
domination of sin, 10as it is written: "There is no one just, not one, 
11there is no one who understands, there is no one who seeks God. 12All 
have gone astray; all alike are worthless; there is not one who does good, 
(there is not) even one. 13Their throats are open graves; they deceive 
with their tongues; the venom of asps is on their lips; 14their mouths are 
full of bitter cursing. 15Their feet are quick to shed blood; 16ruin and 
misery are in their ways, 17and the way of peace they know not. 18There 
is no fear of God before their eyes." 19Now we know that what the law 
says is addressed to those under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced and the whole world stand accountable to God (Romans 3)(Romans 3)(Romans 3)(Romans 3)



Justification–Christ saves us
• CCC 1990CCC 1990CCC 1990CCC 1990:  Justification detaches man from sin which contradicts 

the love of God, and purifies his heart of sin. Justification follows 
upon God's merciful initiative of offering forgiveness. It reconciles 
man with God. It frees from the enslavement to sin, and it heals.  
(Justification = the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross).  (Christs 
action justifies us)

• CCC 1991CCC 1991CCC 1991CCC 1991:  Justification is at the same time the acceptance of 
God's righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ… (It is at the 
same time, our action of accepting that Justification, the 
consequence of which allows God to pour out his blessings into 
our lives) - With justification, faith, hope, and charity are poured 
into our hearts, and obedience to the divine will is granted us.



How does Faith save?
• 20since no human being will be justified in his sight by observing the law; 

for through the law comes consciousness of sin. 21But now the 
righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, though 
testified to by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction; 23all have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God. 
24They are justified freely by his grace through the redemption in Christ 
Jesus, 25whom God set forth as an expiation, through faith, by his blood,
to prove his righteousness because of the forgiveness of sins previously 
committed, 26through the forbearance of God--to prove his righteousness 
in the present time, that he might be righteous and justify the one who 
has faith in Jesus. 27What occasion is there then for boasting? It is ruled 
out. On what principle, that of works? No, rather on the principle of 
faith. 28For we consider that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
of the law. 29Does God belong to Jews alone? Does he not belong to 
Gentiles, too? Yes, also to Gentiles, 30for God is one and will justify the 
circumcised on the basis of faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 
(Romans 3)(Romans 3)(Romans 3)(Romans 3)



Two kinds of People
• In his discussion on sin and grace St. Paul is a big-

picture guy – He takes a swath through Salvation 
History which goes from Adam to Christ!

• Humanity without Christ
– These are those who are the Humanity of Adam (Unspiritual)

– They suffer from the reign of Sin

• Humanity with Christ
– Those who are the Humanity of Christ (The Second Adam)

– They share in the reign of Christ in His triumph over sin.

• The goal of the Apostle to the Gentiles is to bring 
those people who are part of the Humanity without 
Christ into the part of Humanity with Christ.



Adam and Christ
• 12Therefore, just as through one person sin entered the world, and through sin, 

death, and thus death came to all, inasmuch as all sinned -- 13for up to the time of 
the law, sin was in the world, though sin is not accounted when there is no law. 
14But death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin after 
the pattern of the trespass of Adam, who is the type of the one who was to come. 
15But the gift is not like the transgression. For if by that one person’s transgression 
the many died, how much more did the grace of God and the gracious gift of the 
one person Jesus Christ overflow for the many. 16And the gift is not like the result 
of the one person’s sinning. For after one sin there was the judgment that brought
condemnation; but the gift, after many transgressions, brought acquittal. 17For if, 
by the transgression of one person, death came to reign through that one, how 
much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of 
justification come to reign in life through the one person Jesus Christ. 18In 
conclusion, just as through one transgression condemnation came upon all, so 
through one righteous act acquittal and life came to all. 19For just as through the 
disobedience of one person the many were made sinners, so through the obedience 
of one the many will be made righteous. 20The law entered in so that transgression 
might increase but, where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more, 21so that, 
as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through justification for eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  (Romans 5)(Romans 5)(Romans 5)(Romans 5)



Who’s your Daddy?
(Who are you a slave to?)

13And do not present the parts of your bodies to sin as weapons for 

wickedness, but present yourselves to God as raised from the dead

to life and the parts of your bodies to God as weapons for righteousness. 14For sin is 
not to have any power over you, since you are not under the law but under grace. 
15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? Of 
course not! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to someone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey, either of sin, which leads to 
death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that, 
although you were once slaves of sin, you have become obedient from the heart to 
the pattern of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18Freed from sin, you have 
become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of the 
weakness of your nature. For just as you presented the parts of your bodies as 
slaves to impurity and to lawlessness for lawlessness, so now present them as slaves 
to righteousness for sanctification. 20For when you were slaves of sin, you were free 
from righteousness. 21But what profit did you get then from the things of which 
you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22But now that you 
have been freed from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit that you 
have leads to sanctification, and its end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6)(Romans 6)(Romans 6)(Romans 6)



Sanctification and Grace

• CCCCCCCCCCCC----1995: 1995: 1995: 1995: The Holy Spirit is the master of the interior life. By giving 
birth to the "inner man,” justification entails the sanctification of his 
whole being:

Just as you once yielded your members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so 
now yield your members to righteousness for sanctification. . . . But now that you have 
been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the return you get is sanctification 
and its end, eternal life. ((((Romans 6:19,22)Romans 6:19,22)Romans 6:19,22)Romans 6:19,22)

• CCCCCCCCCCCC----1996: 1996: 1996: 1996: Our justification comes from the grace of God. Grace is 
favor, the free and undeserved help that God gives us to respond to his 
call to become children of God, adoptive sons, partakers of the divine 
nature and of eternal life.

• CCC CCC CCC CCC –––– 1997: 1997: 1997: 1997: Grace is a participation in the life of God. It introduces us 
into the intimacy of Trinitarian life: by Baptism the Christian participates 
in the grace of Christ, the Head of his Body. As an "adopted son" he can 
henceforth call God "Father," in union with the only Son. He receives the 
life of the Spirit who breathes charity into him and who forms the 
Church.



War of Sin and Grace
• 14We know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold into 

slavery to sin. 15What I do, I do not understand. For I do not do 
what I want, but I do what I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not 
want, I concur that the law is good. 17So now it is no longer I 
who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 18For I know that good 
does not dwell in me, that is, in my flesh. The willing is ready at 
hand, but doing the good is not. 19For I do not do the good I 
want, but I do the evil I do not want. 20Now if (I) do what I do 
not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 
21So, then, I discover the principle that when I want to do right,
evil is at hand. 22For I take delight in the law of God, in my 
inner self, 23but I see in my members another principle at war 
with the law of my mind, taking me captive to the law of sin 
that dwells in my members. 24Miserable one that I am! Who will 
deliver me from this mortal body? 25Thanks be to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, I myself, with my mind, serve 
the law of God but, with my flesh, the law of sin.  (Romans 7)(Romans 7)(Romans 7)(Romans 7)



Holiness

• CCC CCC CCC CCC –––– 2012:   2012:   2012:   2012:   "We know that in everything God works for good with 
those who love him . . . For those whom he fore knew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the first-born among many brethren. And those whom he 
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 
those whom he justified he also glorified.” (Romans 8:28(Romans 8:28(Romans 8:28(Romans 8:28----30)30)30)30)

• CCC CCC CCC CCC –––– 2013:  2013:  2013:  2013:  "All Christians in any state or walk of life are called to the 
fullness of Christian life and to the perfection of charity." All are called to 
holiness: "Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

In order to reach this perfection the faithful should use the strength dealt out 
to them by Christ's gift, so that . . . doing the will of the Father in everything, 
they may wholeheartedly devote themselves to the glory of God and to the 
service of their neighbor. Thus the holiness of the People of God will grow in 
fruitful abundance, as is clearly shown in the history of the Church through the 
lives of so many saints. (Lumen Gentium)(Lumen Gentium)(Lumen Gentium)(Lumen Gentium)



Who will separate us from 
the Love of Christ?

• 28We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29For those he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, so that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers. 30And those he predestined he also called; and those he called he also 
justified; and those he justified he also glorified. 31What then shall we say to this? If 
God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but 
handed him over for us all, how will he not also give us everything else along with 
him? 33Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is God who acquits 
us. 34Who will condemn? It is Christ (Jesus) who died, rather, was raised, who also 
is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35What will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or the sword? 36As it is written: "For your sake we are being 
slain all the day; we are looked upon as sheep to be slaughtered." 37No, in all these 
things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. 38For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present 
things, nor future things, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 8)(Romans 8)(Romans 8)(Romans 8)



What is coming next…

• By Water and the Holy 
Spirit

– Expanding on 
Sanctification.

– How was Baptism 
viewed in the early 
Church…

– St. Paul and the 
Sacrament of Initiation.



Resources

• Father Andreas Hock (St. Francis School for Deacons)

• Ancient Christian Commentaries on Acts(IVP)

• New Jerome Biblical Commentary

• New Testament (Raymond Brown)

• Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(http://www.vatican.va/archive/catechism/ccc_toc.ht
m)

• http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader
/world_civ_reader_1/tacitus.html

• http://www.textexcavation.com/suetoniustestimonium.
html


