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Lecture Series Goals

• Help Catholics to get to know St. Paul a 
little better.
– Examination of his prayer, theology, life and 

history.

• Examination of the Writings of St. Paul
– Not a technical Bible Study – we will get 

into this in only a surface fashion.

– Teach some tools on how to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures.



Antiphon for St. Paul

Facing danger at sea, 

and fearful persecution, 

you became a chosen vessel of the Savior. 

With your sermons you enlightened the nations, 

and to the Athenians you revealed the unknown God. 

Teacher of the nations, 

Saint Paul, the Apostle, 

protector of us all, 

keep us who honor you, safe from every trial and danger."



Overview

• The Martyrdom of St 
Stephen

• The Conversion of 
St. Paul

• The World of St. 
Paul

• The Body of Christ

• Missionary Zeal

• Sin and Grace

• By Water and the 
Holy Spirit

• The Word Made 
Flesh

• Marriage and Holy 
Orders

• The Holy Trinity

• The End Times

• Martyrdom of St 
Paul



Lecture Outline

• Galatians and Acts sandwich

• Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

• Paul’s Mission to the Jews and Gentiles 
(from the Acts)

• More Galatians

• Vocation and Mission



Letter to the 
Galatians

• Today we will bounce around between the Acts of the 
Apostles (for context / backdrop) and Paul’s letter to 
the Galatians.

• Paul is the founder of the Churches in Galatia.

• Written either from Ephesus or Macedonia, in about 
57AD.

• Galatia is an area in central Turkey, not a specific 
town.

• Largely a church of pagan converts to Christianity.



Greeting (1:1-5)

• 1111Paul, an apostle not from human beings nor through a 
human being but through Jesus Christ and God the 
Father who raised him from the dead, 2and all the 
brothers who are with me, to the churches of Galatia: 
3grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for our sins that 
he might rescue us from the present evil age in accord 
with the will of our God and Father, 5to whom be 
glory forever and ever. Amen.



Apostle of Jesus Christ
• He starts with a very strong (emotional) tone, 

stating the source of his authority and mission, 
then he modifies it immediately, showing his 
love and compassion for the Church who is in 
such turmoil with a beautiful blessing.

• St. John Chrysostum says that not to correct 
means that we are not serving Christ but rather 
that we are serving the divider…

• Paul begins his letter with this beautiful 
blessing.  In it he is asking God to pour out his 
blessing and peace onto the Churches in
Galatia.



Missionary Zeal

• Etymology
– MissionaryMissionaryMissionaryMissionary (from the noun Mission) –

From the latin word Missio which means 
To be sent, to be given responsibility, to 
accomplish a given purpose.

– ZealZealZealZeal - From the Greek word Zelos, who 
was a minor God that was the 
personification of of dedication and 
emulation.  Typically coming in the form 
of an extreme energy, jealousy, with great 
strength or energy.

– Look at the source of Paul’s energy, and 
his sense of mission.

– What is he doing and why?



Encounter with Jesus Christ
(Gal 1:11-16)

• 11Now I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel preached by 
me is not of human origin. 12For I did not receive it from a 
human being, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 13For you heard of my former way of life in 
Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure 
and tried to destroy it, 14and progressed in Judaism beyond many 
of my contemporaries among my race, since I was even more a 
zealot for my ancestral traditions. 15But when (God), who from 
my mother’s womb had set me apart and called me through his 
grace, was pleased 16to reveal his Son to me, so that I might 
proclaim him to the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult flesh 
and blood, 17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; rather, I went into Arabia and then returned
to Damascus. 18Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to 
confer with Kephas and remained with him for fifteen days. 



Encounter with Christ

• In His encounter with Paul Christ took that which was fundamental in 
Paul’s nature and character and shaped it, elevated it, giving him an 
understanding of his purpose and direction.

• After Paul encountered Christ, he was went into the desert to reflect.  
(Arabia here probably means Jordan), before returning to the Church 
in Damascus.

• Then, after a long period of reflection (3 Years), he goes to visit with 
Peter in Jerusalem, and the truth of his encounter with Christ is verified 
independently by the Church.

•Paul’s encounter with God was a revelation (eye-
opening). It was an “Aha” moment that 
crystallized for him his purpose in life.

•When Christ revealed himself to Paul on the road 
to Damascus he coupled that encounter with Christ 
(and the Church) to Paul’s mission in the Church 
(his purpose for life).



Conversion or Fulfillment?

• Paul does not view himself as a convert from Judaism 
to Christianity, but rather that Christianity is the 
fulfillment of his Judaism.  
– He did not apostatize (reject his Jewish faith) from the legacy 

of his Jewish heritage. 

– He was called out of the sectarian Pharisaic Judaism to the 
discipleship of Jesus. 

– Paul always considered the Gospel as the continuation, the 
enactment, the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham (cf. 
Gen 12:3; Gal 3:8).

• God says to Abraham – “All the communities of the 
earth shall find blessing in you."



Commissioning of St. Paul

• Acts 13:2
• 2While they were worshiping 

the Lord and fasting, the holy 
Spirit said, "Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called 
them." 3Then, completing 
their fasting and prayer, they 
laid hands on them and sent 
them off. 4So they, sent forth 
by the holy Spirit, went 



Mission to the 
Jews (Acts)

• 141414141In Iconium they entered the Jewish synagogue together and 
spoke in such a way that a great number of both Jews and Greeks 
came to believe, 2although the disbelieving Jews stirred up and 
poisoned the minds of the Gentiles against the brothers. 3So they 
stayed for a considerable period, speaking out boldly for the Lord, 
who confirmed the word about his grace by granting signs and 
wonders to occur through their hands. 4The people of the city 
were divided: some were with the Jews; others, with the apostles. 
5When there was an attempt by both the Gentiles and the Jews, 
together with their leaders, to attack and stone them, 6they 
realized it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and 
to the surrounding countryside, 7where they continued to 
proclaim the good news. 



Mission to the Jews
The witness of action…

• Paul goes into town and gets to know the local 
Synagogue

• Paul preaches on the Sabbath
– Foundation is the Salvation History of the Jews

– Paul still has a great love for his people.

– (Remember St. Stephen?)

• Paul gets beaten and thrown out 

of town.

• Before leaving he encourages the 

converts that he has made.



And the Gentiles… 
(Acts 14)

• 8At Lystra there was a crippled man, lame from birth, who had never walked. 
9He listened to Paul speaking, who looked intently at him, saw that he had the 
faith to be healed, 10and called out in a loud voice, "Stand up straight on your 
feet." He jumped up and began to walk about. 11When the crowds saw what Paul 
had done, they cried out in Lycaonian, "The gods have come down to us in 
human form." 12They called Barnabas "Zeus" and Paul "Hermes," because he was 
the chief speaker. 13And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to 
the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, for he together with the people 
intended to offer sacrifice. 14The apostles Barnabas and Paul tore their garments 
when they heard this and rushed out into the crowd, shouting, 15"Men, why are 
you doing this? We are of the same nature as you, human beings. We proclaim to 
you good news that you should turn from these idols to the living God, ‘who 
made heaven and earth and sea and all that is in them.’ … 18Even with these 
words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them. 
19However, some Jews from Antioch and Iconium arrived and won over the 
crowds. They stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was 
dead. 20But when the disciples gathered around him, he got up and entered the 
city. On the following day he left with Barnabas for Derbe. 



Notes on Paul and Barnabus

• The Lame man is listening – we too need to 
open our ears, and hearts to the word of God.

• Paul’s attentiveness to the Holy Spirit – He saw 
that the man had faith and was able to call 
upon him to engage with God himself.

• Paul and Barnabus are distressed that the 
Gentiles missed the point – we are not Gods, 
rather God has chosen to work through us.

• The crowds are fickle, because some Jews 
come, stir them up and Paul and Barnabus are 
stoned.  



Gentiles in 
Athens 

• Then Paul stood up at the Areopagus and said: "You Athenians, I see that in every 
respect you are very religious.  For as I walked around looking carefully at your 
shrines, I even discovered an altar inscribed, ‘To an Unknown God.’ What therefore 
you unknowingly worship, I proclaim to you.  The God who made the world and all 
that is in it, the Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in sanctuaries made by 
human hands, nor is he served by human hands because he needs anything. Rather 
it is he who gives to everyone life and breath and everything.  He made from one 
the whole human race to dwell on the entire surface of the earth, and he fixed the 
ordered seasons and the boundaries of their regions, so that people might seek God, 
even perhaps grope for him and find him, though indeed he is not far from any one 
of us.  For ‘In him we live and move and have our being,’ as even some of your 
poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since therefore we are the offspring 
of God, we ought not to think that the divinity is like an image fashioned from gold, 
silver, or stone by human art and imagination.  God has overlooked the times of 
ignorance, but now he demands that all people everywhere repent because he has 
established a day on which he will ‘judge the world with justice’ through a man he 
has appointed, and he has provided confirmation for all by raising him from the 
dead." When they heard about resurrection of the dead, some began to scoff, but 
others said, "We should like to hear you on this some other time." And so Paul left 
them. (Acts 17:22-33)



Argument to the Athenians

• St. Paul uses the language of the Greek philosophy

• God is personal, and a person
– Not an uncaring actor (deist)

– The consequence of this is that God is primarily relational

– God created us for relationship so that we can come to know 
Him (implied – with ease).

• Paul omits the Passion
– The Resurrection without the cross is meaningless, and the 

message is lost on the Athenians.  

– The relationship of the Crucifixion to the resurrection is 
inseparable. 

• Paul fails at Athens so he heads to Corinth.
– Only 2 Athenians are converted – a Philosopher King, and a 

Prostitute



Paul’s Missionary Technique 
(Post Athens)

– Paul realizes that the Apostolic Kerygma is the heart of 
his mission, of his zeal.  

– 3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures; 4that 
he was buried; that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the scriptures; 5that he appeared to Kephas, then to the 
Twelve. (1 Cor 15:3-5)

– The Kerygma is that Jesus is a historical person who 
suffered, died and                         rose from the dead.



What has happened in 
Galatia

• “Judaizers” – Christians who believe that 
gentile converts to Christianity must be 
circumcised and obey Jewish dietary laws in 
order to be real Christians.  (To them it is a 
sign of their conversion).

• This teaching contradicts the decision of the 
Council of Jerusalem (8 years ago in 49 AD).

• St. Paul sees that the Christians are loosing 
their faith, so he writes this letter.



The Confrontation in 
Antioch

• 11And when Kephas came to Antioch, I 
opposed him to his face because he clearly was 
wrong. 12For, until some people came from 
James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but 
when they came, he began to draw back and 
separated himself, because he was afraid of the 
circumcised. 13And the rest of the Jews (also) 
acted hypocritically along with him, with the 
result that even Barnabas was carried away by 
their hypocrisy. 14But when I saw that they were 
not on the right road in line with the truth of the 
gospel, I said to Kephas in front of all, "If you, 
though a Jew, are living like a Gentile and not 
like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to 
live like Jews?"



Truth matters above all

• Paul’s correction of St. Peter is not one of doctrine, 
but rather of a lack of integrity in Peter.  

– He objects to Peters behavior because it does not agree with 
the truth.  

– Peter recognizes his own fault, and agrees with Paul.  

– Paul points this out to the Galatians so that they understand 
that the Gospel that he received is the authentic Gospel, and 
even Peter (who ought to know) recognizes it.  

– In a way this is Paul’s appeal to the authority of Peter.

• The Truth is integrated, and not relative.



Why do you give up your 
faith? (Gal 1:6-11)

• 6I am amazed that you are so quickly forsaking the one who called
you by (the) grace (of Christ) for a different gospel 7(not that 
there is another). But there are some who are disturbing you and 
wish to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we or an angel 
from heaven should preach (to you) a gospel other than the one 
that we preached to you, let that one be accursed! 9As we have 
said before, and now I say again, if anyone preaches to you a 
gospel other than the one that you received, let that one be 
accursed! 10Am I now currying favor with human beings or God? 
Or am I seeking to please people? If I were still trying to please 
people, I would not be a slave of Christ.



Encounter + Vocation = 
Missionary Zeal

• Our identity – who we are created to be, who we are 
created for, what we are created to do is all rooted in 
our creator.  When St. Paul came into contact with his 
creator, his life was transformed.

• Reflecting on our own encounters with Christ help us 
to become aware of how He is calling us to our 
vocation (mission).  This is how we live out our own 
expression of Missionary Zeal in the world – in the 
particular circumstances of our own lives.  Keep the 
fire alive!

• Coming into contact with our own vocation involves 
becoming to connected to Christ in a radical way.  
Becoming aware of Christ in our purpose, and allowing 
the fire of His love to captivate our hearts.  Missionary 
Zeal flows from an encounter with the risen Lord.



What is coming next…

• Christ Crucified is a very nice lead-in to 
our next topic – Sin and Grace



I Preach Christ Crucified…
• 18The message of the cross is foolishness to 

those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is 
written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the learning of the learned I will set aside." 
20Where is the wise one? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made the wisdom of the world foolish? 21For 
since in the wisdom of God the world did not 
come to know God through wisdom, it was the 
will of God through the foolishness of the 
proclamation to save those who have faith. 
22For Jews demand signs and Greeks look for 
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, Jews 
and Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of 
God is wiser than human wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than human 
strength. 



Resources

• Father Andreas Hock (St. Francis School for Deacons)

• Father Felix Just (http://catholic-resources.org/)

• Father Greg Ames (Diocese of Phoenix)

• Ancient Christian Commentaries on Galatians(IVP)

• Catholic Bible – Personal Study Edition (Oxford Press)

• New Jerome Biblical Commentary

• New Testament (Raymond Brown)


