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Lecture Series Goals

• Help Catholics to get to know St. Paul a 
little better.
– Examination of his prayer, theology, life and 

history.

• Examination of the Writings of St. Paul
– Not a technical Bible Study – we will get 

into this in only a surface fashion.

– Teach some tools on how to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures.



Antiphon for St. Paul

Facing danger at sea, 

and fearful persecution, 

you became a chosen vessel of the Savior. 

With your sermons you enlightened the nations, 

and to the Athenians you revealed the unknown God. 

Teacher of the nations, 

Saint Paul, the Apostle, 

protector of us all, 

keep us who honor you, safe from every trial and danger."



Overview

• The Martyrdom of St 
Stephen

• The Conversion of 
St. Paul

• The World of St. 
Paul

• The Body of Christ

• Missionary Zeal

• Sin and Grace

• By Water and the 
Holy Spirit

• The Word Made 
Flesh

• Marriage and Holy 
Orders

• The Holy Trinity

• The End Times

• Martyrdom of St 
Paul



Lecture Outline

• Roots of the early Church

– Hebrew Synagogue and Christian House Churches

– Early pressures in the Church

– God’s plan for the Church

• St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians

– Understand St. Paul’s sense of the Church

– God’s relationship to the Church

– Struggles of the Early Church

– Order, Mission and Purpose of the Church



Jewish Synagogue

– Membership by DNA (Or rarely by circumcision)

– The Synagogue came about from the reform of Ezra (400BC) 
– After the Jewish exile to Babylon

– Synagogues were the places where people would gather for 
Jewish celebrations.

– It is similar to the elements of the Liturgy of the Word

– Liturgy was presided over by a worship leader.

– The worship involved readings from the Law (the first 5 books 
of the Bible), and the Prophets (other readings from the Old 
Testament).

– Following the readings came an exhortation (Homily).  We see 
this with Jesus preaching in the synagogue (Luke 4:16), and 
St. Paul (Acts 13:15)



Not a Building,
A Community

Early Church met in their 
houses.  These drawings 
are of a house in Syria 
(Dura-Europos) that was 
converted into a Church 
in 200 AD.

The Baptistery held icons of 
the Good Shepherd, the 
raising of the paralytic 
and Peter walking on the 
sea to Jesus

Early Christian House
Church in Syria

Baptistry



Struggles of the Church

• Bi-Cultural community – Hebrews and the 
Greeks (also – Jews and Gentiles)
– Are you really a Catholic?

• Law and Love
– Are you really saved?

• Faith and Works
– If you are saved then prove it!  Proving it does not 

mean that you are saved!

• Persecution
– Being Christian has never been pain-free



 

Corinth

• Letter written by St. Paul in Ephesus in the year 57 AD.

• Corinth is located strategically on the isthmus between continental 
Greece (the northern part of the map) and island Greece (The 
southern and western part of the map).   

• Corinth was a sea port and was famous for its cosmopolitan 
culture.  (Think Sailors and Sea Captains).  

• Prostitution was a big problem.  The connotation of a Corinthian
Girl was a prostitute.  

• Corinth was an affluent, wealthy Sea Port. 

• 1st Corinthians sees St. Paul as the founder of the Church of 
Corinth (in 51 AD) combating corruption and division in the 
Church.  St. Paul is writing back to the Church to combat 
factionalism, divisions and litigation’s.  

• Paul’s answers are in reply to explicit letters from delegations who 
brought questions brought to him by the community. 



Overview of 1st Corinthians

• Chapters 1-4 – The Cross as true wisdom

• Chapters 5-6 – Scandals in the community

• Chapters 7-14 – Answers to specific questions 
Marriage / Celibacy / Divorce, The Eucharist,
Charisms of the Church

• Chapter 15 – The most explicit description of 
the reality of the resurrected Christ in the New 
Testament.



How Paul defines the 
Church (1 Cor 1:1-8)

• 1 Paul, called to be an apostlePaul, called to be an apostlePaul, called to be an apostlePaul, called to be an apostle of ChristChristChristChrist Jesus by the will of God and 
Sosthenese our brother 2222to the church of God that is in Corinthto the church of God that is in Corinthto the church of God that is in Corinthto the church of God that is in Corinth, to you you you you 
who have been sanctifiedwho have been sanctifiedwho have been sanctifiedwho have been sanctified in ChristChristChristChrist Jesus, called to be holycalled to be holycalled to be holycalled to be holy, with all those all those all those all those 
everywhere who call upon the name of our Lord Jesuseverywhere who call upon the name of our Lord Jesuseverywhere who call upon the name of our Lord Jesuseverywhere who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus ChristChristChristChrist, their Lord 
and ours. 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus ChristChristChristChrist. 4I give thanks to my God always on your account for the the the the 
grace of God bestowed on yougrace of God bestowed on yougrace of God bestowed on yougrace of God bestowed on you in ChristChristChristChrist Jesus, 5that in him you were in him you were in him you were in him you were 
enriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledgeenriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledgeenriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledgeenriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledge, 6as the 
testimony to ChristChristChristChrist was confirmed among you, 7so that you are not you are not you are not you are not 
lacking in any spiritual giftlacking in any spiritual giftlacking in any spiritual giftlacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus 
ChristChristChristChrist. 8888He will keep you firm to the endHe will keep you firm to the endHe will keep you firm to the endHe will keep you firm to the end, irreproachable on the day of 
our Lord Jesus (ChristChristChristChrist). 

• Notice his description of self, the Church and her relationship to Christ.



Exasperation at Division 
(1 Cor 1:10-17)

• I urge you, brothersI urge you, brothersI urge you, brothersI urge you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all all all all 
of you agree in what you sayof you agree in what you sayof you agree in what you sayof you agree in what you say, and that there be no divisions that there be no divisions that there be no divisions that there be no divisions 
among youamong youamong youamong you, but that you be united in the same mind and in the be united in the same mind and in the be united in the same mind and in the be united in the same mind and in the 
same purposesame purposesame purposesame purpose. For it has been reported to me about you, my 
brothers, by Chloe’s people, that there are rivalries among youthere are rivalries among youthere are rivalries among youthere are rivalries among you. I 
mean that each of you is saying, "I belong to Paul," or "I belong 
to Apollos," or "I belong to Kephas," or "I belong to Christ." Is Is Is Is 
Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptizedChrist divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptizedChrist divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptizedChrist divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized
in the name of Paul?in the name of Paul?in the name of Paul?in the name of Paul? I give thanks (to God) that I baptized none I give thanks (to God) that I baptized none I give thanks (to God) that I baptized none I give thanks (to God) that I baptized none 
of you exceptof you exceptof you exceptof you except Crispus Crispus Crispus Crispus andandandand GaiusGaiusGaiusGaius, so that no one can say you were , so that no one can say you were , so that no one can say you were , so that no one can say you were 
baptized in my name. (I baptized the household ofbaptized in my name. (I baptized the household ofbaptized in my name. (I baptized the household ofbaptized in my name. (I baptized the household of StephanasStephanasStephanasStephanas also; also; also; also; 
beyond that I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.)beyond that I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.)beyond that I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.)beyond that I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For 
Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and 
not with the wisdom of human eloquence, so that the cross of 
Christ might not be emptied of its meaning. 



God is the gardener
1 Cor 3:1-10

• Brothers, I could not talk to you as spiritual people, but as fleshly 
people, as infants in Christ. I fed you milk, not solid food, because 
you were unable to take it. Indeed, you are still not able, even
now, for you are still of the flesh. While there is jealousy and
rivalry among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving in an 
ordinary human way?  Whenever someone says, "I belong to 
Paul," and another, "I belong to Apollos," are you not merely 
human?  What is Apollos, after all, and what is Paul? Ministers 
through whom you became believers, just as the Lord assigned 
each one.  I planted,I planted,I planted,I planted, Apollos Apollos Apollos Apollos watered, but God caused the watered, but God caused the watered, but God caused the watered, but God caused the 
growth.  Therefore, neither the one who plants nor the one who growth.  Therefore, neither the one who plants nor the one who growth.  Therefore, neither the one who plants nor the one who growth.  Therefore, neither the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but only God, who causes the growth.  The waters is anything, but only God, who causes the growth.  The waters is anything, but only God, who causes the growth.  The waters is anything, but only God, who causes the growth.  The 
one who plants and the one who waters are equal, and each will one who plants and the one who waters are equal, and each will one who plants and the one who waters are equal, and each will one who plants and the one who waters are equal, and each will 
receive wages in proportion to his labor.  For we are God’s coreceive wages in proportion to his labor.  For we are God’s coreceive wages in proportion to his labor.  For we are God’s coreceive wages in proportion to his labor.  For we are God’s co----
workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.  According to the workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.  According to the workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.  According to the workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.  According to the 
grace of God given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a grace of God given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a grace of God given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a grace of God given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a 
foundation, and another is building upon it. foundation, and another is building upon it. foundation, and another is building upon it. foundation, and another is building upon it. 



Division, Exasperation and 
the Cross of Christ

• Given his identity with the Church, we see how 
distressed St. Paul is with division in Corinth
– How is our unity divided?  

– How do we bring division into the Church?  

– How can we be converted?

• We are to be united in MIND and PURPOSE

• Hear the exasperation of St. Paul

• Paul was sent to preach the wisdom of the 
cross – how Christ faced suffering and death 
and crucifixion.



The Anti-dote to division

• Paul’s Anti-dote to division is to 
help Christians see the big picture, 
to understand the world from God’s 
perspective.

• Paul sees a Church that is united.  
Each person has a part to play, 
there is role, order, purpose, 
direction, mission and focus.



Corinthians 12-14

• The heart of St. Paul’s teachings on the 
Church

• Her intimate relationship to Christ 

• Her service to the Holy Spirit



Charismata (Gifts)
1 Cor 12:1-10

• Now in regard to spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be 
unaware. You know how, when you were pagans, you were constantly 
attracted and led away to mute idols. Therefore, I tell you that nobody 
speaking by the spirit of God says, "Jesus be accursed." And no one can 
say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the holy Spirit. There are different kinds 
of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service
but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who 
produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit the 
expression of wisdom; to another the expression of knowledge according 
to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to another prophecy; 
to another discernment of spirits; to another varieties of tongues; to 
another interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces 
all of these, distributing them individually to each person as he wishes.



Charismata

• Charisma denotes any good gift that flows from God's 
benevolent love (charis) unto man.

• Gifts not “signs” or “wonders”.

• Gifts / Works / Service – All for God’s purpose, all 
given according to His plan

• Two themes:  Diversity of Gifts – Unity of Giver.

• The goal of these spiritual gifts is for the benefit of 
others.  Exercising the gifts that God gives us through 
the sacraments is one way that we cooperate with His 
plan for salvation for all people.

• His gifts operate to draw us into a community of 
Love…



Charisms – Gifts for the 
Church (How to discern Charisms)

• St. Paul teaches that everyone has a Charism (1 Cor 12).  There 
is no confirmed and Baptized person that has a special gift from
God for the community.

• You cannot curse the Lord Jesus.  (Language is the first stage to 
holiness) – Because you must bless Jesus.  Our relationship with 
Christ, with God is unique, because in pagan worship God 
controls you, but with Christ, He works with with you leaving 
your freedom intact.

• The Church is in need of Charisms. – Why? – This is the big 
Body of Christ theology.  The hands are needed to clean the 
body, the eyes to see, the ears to hear etc. There is a need for
each member’s Charism.  Everyone is sent with a specific task to 
be accomplished within the Body. This follows from the principle
that there is a need for all people within the body.  Each person’s
Charism needs to be coordinated with the Body of Christ.  (Hence 
a sense of hierarchy and order within the body).



How do I know that my / 
your Charism is Authentic?

• Baptism sanctifies you, Charisms sanctify others.  

• Love is a way to gauge if a person is authentic.  Love is at the same time 
criterion and Charism at the same time (Agape).  Love is a multi-facetted 
reality – both human and divine.  Agape is that component of the divine 
love that disciplines and brings to reality our human love.

4There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; 5there are 
different forms of service but the same Lord; 6there are different workings 
but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.

• Paul has a variety of terminology for Charisms, the Pneumaticals – (The 
Spirituals), Charismatas (Grace in Greek) – the Energenmata (The 
Energies) all three types are related to the three persons in the Trinity.  
All sorts of  service but only to the one God.  This is a good verse 
pointing out the diversity and unity of God (Trinitarian)



The Body of Christ 
1 Cor 12:12-31

• As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, 
though many, are one body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, 
and we were all given to drink of one Spirit. Now the body is not a single 
part, but many. If a foot should say, "Because I am not a hand I do not 
belong to the body," it does not for this reason belong any less to the 
body. Or if an ear should say, "Because I am not an eye I do not belong 
to the body," it does not for this reason belong any less to the body. If 
the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God 
placed the parts, each one of them, in the body as he intended. If they 
were all one part, where would the body be? But as it is, there are many 
parts, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I do not need 
you," nor again the head to the feet, "I do not need you." Indeed, the 
parts of the body that seem to be weaker are all the more necessary, and 
those parts of the body that we consider less honorable we surround with 
greater honor, and our less presentable parts are treated with greater 
propriety, whereas our more presentable parts do not need this.



The Body of Christ (2)
1 Cor 12:12-31

• But God has so constructed the body as to give greater honor to a 
part that is without it, so that there may be no division in the so that there may be no division in the so that there may be no division in the so that there may be no division in the 
body, but that the parts may have the same concern for one body, but that the parts may have the same concern for one body, but that the parts may have the same concern for one body, but that the parts may have the same concern for one 
another. If (one) part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; ifanother. If (one) part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; ifanother. If (one) part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; ifanother. If (one) part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one one one one 
part is honored, all the parts share its joy. Now you are Christpart is honored, all the parts share its joy. Now you are Christpart is honored, all the parts share its joy. Now you are Christpart is honored, all the parts share its joy. Now you are Christ’s ’s ’s ’s 
body, and individually parts of it.body, and individually parts of it.body, and individually parts of it.body, and individually parts of it. Some people God has 
designated in the church to be, first, apostles; second, prophets; 
third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; then, gifts of healing, 
assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mighty
deeds? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. But I shall 
show you a still more excellent way.  



The Church is the 
Body of Christ

• Unity and Diversity held in the tension of Love.
– Solidarity of the members, when one suffers, we all 

suffer, when one rejoices, we all rejoice.

• There is order, hierarchy, purpose and mission 
in the Church
– God knows what he is doing, he has a 

purpose for everything.

• The Churches relationship to the Holy 

Spirit

• The Churches relationship to Christ

• The Churches relationship to the Father



• If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a 
resounding gong or a clashing cymbal. And if I have the gift of prophecy 
and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge; if I have all faith so as to 
move mountains but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away 
everything I own, and if I hand my body over so that I may boast but do 
not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It is not 
jealous, (love) is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not 
seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over 
injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never fails. If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing; 
if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing. For 
we know partially and we prophesy partially, but when the perfect comes, 
the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I used to talk as a child, 
think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I put aside 
childish things. At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face 
to face. At present I know partially; then I shall know fully, as I am fully 
known. So faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these 
is love.

Love – the blood of the 
Church (1 Cor 13:1-13)



Love is the heart of the 
Church

• We often hear this “Hymn of Love” at 
weddings.  

• It refers to our relationships with one another 
here in the Church.

• The heart of all charisms is love!  Think about 
this in the terms of the gift that I have been 
given by God for the service of His people.

• Love (Agape, Philo, Eros).



What is coming next…

• The Missionary Zeal of St. Paul

– All things to all,

– Preach Christ, 

and Him Crucified

– Run so as to win!



Resources

• Father Andreas Hock (St. Francis School for 
Deacons)

• New Jerome Biblical Commentary

• New Testament (Raymond Brown)

• Biblia Clerus (Scripture research tool)

• St. John Chrysostum (Biblical Commentary)

• Catechism of the Catholic Church

• Judaism 101 

• Ut Unum Sint (That they might be one –
encyclical by Pope John Paul II on ecumenism


