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Lecture Series Goals

• Help Catholics to get to know St. Paul a little
better.
– Examination of his prayer, theology, life and history.

• Examination of the Writings of St. Paul
– Not a technical Bible Study – we will get into this in

only a surface fashion.

– Teach some tools on how to read and reflect on the
Scriptures.

• Start with the Acts of the Apostles (St Luke)
– Open ourselves up to the Holy Spirit.

– Deepen your prayer life.



Antiphon for St. Paul

Facing danger at sea,

and fearful persecution,

you became a chosen vessel of the Savior.

With your sermons you enlightened the nations,

and to the Athenians you revealed the unknown God.

Teacher of the nations,

Saint Paul, the Apostle,

protector of us all,

keep us who honor you, safe from every trial and danger."



Overview

• The Martyrdom of St
Stephen

• The Conversion of St.
Paul

• The World of St.
Paul

• The Body of Christ

• Missionary Zeal

• Sin and Grace

• By Water and the
Holy Spirit

• The Word Made
Flesh

• Marriage and Holy
Orders

• The Holy Trinity

• The End Times

• Martyrdom of St
Paul



Lecture Outline

• Bible and Technical Stuff

• Pauline Corpus / Literary Guide

• Introduction to Acts of the Apostles

• Deacon’s (Acts 6)

• St. Stephen’s Martyrdom (Acts 7-8)



Bible

• Structure
– Old vs New Testament

– Books, Chapters and Verses

– Footnotes

• What makes a good Bible for this course
– NAB (Liturgy), RSV, NRSV etc.

• Canonicity
– Dei Verbum #11 (Vatican II)

– Historical Events->Oral Traditions -> Written
Accounts ->Scripture is Canonized.

– Catechism of the Catholic Church (105-141)



Technical Stuff (Definitions)

• Exegesis vs Isogesis
– Exegesis – The is from the Greek – which means to

lead somebody out.  You look into the text and to
lead out the meaning of the text.

– Isogesis means to read something into the text (put
your opinions into a text).

Textual Criticism, Form Criticism, Historical
Dating Techniques.
– Techniques for analyzing ancient texts to detect the

sources.  (word choice, archaeology etc).



Pauline Corpus

• There are 3 categories of Paul’s letters
– Proto-Pauline, Deutero-Pauline, Tertio Pauline –

These are hints from scholarly research that
indicates that they might not all be directly Pauline.

– Undisputed Letters (Proto-Pauline) – Undoubtedly
written first hand by St. Paul: 1 Thes (49 AD),
Galatians, Philippians, Philemon, 1 and 2
Corinthians, and Romans

– Disputed Letters (referred to as Deutero-Pauline) –
They may have been written by Paul, or may have
been redacted.  2 Thes, Colossians, Ephesians



Literary Guide / Outline

• Be aware that there are a variety of genres in scripture.
– ActsActsActsActs (Acts of the Apostles) – Telescoping events to tell the story of

the growth of the Church from Jerusalem to the World (Rome).

– LettersLettersLettersLetters (esp. Paul's)

• Introduction

• Body

• Conclusion

– Homily/SermonHomily/SermonHomily/SermonHomily/Sermon (Hebrews)

• Holistic approach to understanding Paul – We want to
understand the environment he lived in, the
communities he was writing to so that we can gain
insight (exegesis) into his witness to the Word of God
(Christ).



Acts of the Apostles

• Second Half of Luke’s Gospel

• Written by St. Luke – a disciple of St. Paul –
Physician, Greek, Iconographer (from
Antioch).

• Theological framework shows the church
spreading from Jerusalem to the ends of the
Earth (Rome).

• Acts provides a good backdrop against which
to read the Pauline letters.

• Written in 85AD (+/- 10 Yrs)



Structure of
Acts of the Apostles

• The Preparation for the Christian Mission
(1:1–2:13)

• The Mission in Jerusalem (2:14–8:3)

• The Mission in Judea and Samaria (8:4–9:43)

• The Inauguration of the Gentile Mission
(10:1–15:35)

• The Mission of Paul to the Ends of the Earth
(15:36–28:31)



What is a Deacon?
(Acts 6:1-7)
• Deacons are men who have received the

sacrament of Holy Orders

• They can be married (only once)

• Their ministry is of the Word, Charity and
Service

• Are Ordinary Ministers of Baptism, assist at the
Eucharist, can witness Christian Marriages,
Preside at Funeral Rites

• Configured to be living Icons of Christ the
Servant.



Martyrdom of St. Stephen
(Acts 6:9 – 8:2)

• Stephen was preaching to the Greek Jews and
was taken to trial in front of the Sanhedrin over
his arguments about the Temple.

• There is a parallel here between Christ’s
passion and Stephen’s passion (The Church
follows her head)

• Salvation History from Abraham to Solomon.

• Connecting the Jews to those who always fight
against the will of God.

• God desires not the temple (as a building) –
but the soul.



Structure of Stephen’s
argument

• Jews claim heritage with Moses

• Stephen then goes to show that they are
related to those who sided against God at each
step of the way.

• Abraham->Isaac->Jacob->12 Tribes
– Abraham was promised an inheritance based on his

faith / obedience to God

• Joseph’s brothers rejected him (God’s chosen
one) – and sold him into slavery
– God used Joseph to save his family



Stephen’s Soliloquy (cont)

• Egypt is a euphemism for Sin

• God sends Moses to save them – the Jews
Reject Moses.

• Moses is a prototype for Christ – Mediator /
Deliverer / Judge

• God gave them the Tent of Witness – A Place
to share with Him – It was Solomon who made
the temple (not God)

• Verse 48 – Stephen begins to make his case –
God does not desire a temple made by human
hands – of Gold and Silver but your soul.



The Sting

• You Stiff Necked People
– The Jews opposed God, Joseph and Moses

– The Jews are hard of heart and always opposing the
Holy Spirit

– Your Ancestors persecuted God’s prophets then –
as you do now.

– Your Ancestors rejected the Law that was given to
them by Moses.

– The Law given by God is meant to be written on
the Human Heart.



St. Stephen’s impact on St.
Paul’s Theology

• The Crowd rushes “En Masse” at Stephen,
drags him out of town and kills him.

• St. Stephen asks forgiveness for his killer.

• St. Paul watches the cloaks (v58) and consents
to the murder (v1).

• A Persecution breaks out
– Saul was one of the key ring-leaders (v3)

• This goes on to eat at Paul
– It comes out in his letters later (The Body is the

Temple of the Holy Spirit, The Law is written on
your heart etc.



Stephen speaks to us – Dei
Verbum – The Truth of

God
• How do I allow the Holy Spirit to speak

to me?

• How do I reject him?  How / Where do I
reject the teachings of the Church?
– Why / In What Way?

• How do I open up my heart to allow
God’s Law to be written on it? – This is
the heart of conversion



What is coming next…

• The Whirlwind tour continues…

• Timeline of the Life of St. Paul

• His conversion of on the Road to
Damascus

• His 3 Missionary Journeys

• His Journey to Rome



Resources

• Father Andreas Hock (St. Francis School for Deacons)

• Father Felix Just (http://catholic-resources.org/)

• Dei Verbum
(http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican
_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-
verbum_en.html)

• Catechism of the Catholic Church

• Ancient Christian Commentaries on Acts(IVP)

• New Jerome Biblical Commentary

• New Testament (Raymond Brown)

• Catholic Bible (Personal Study Edition) NAB – Oxford
University Press)


