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Lecture Series Goals

• Help Catholics to get to know St. Paul a 
little better.
– Examination of his prayer, theology, life and 

history.

• Examination of the Writings of St. Paul
– Not a technical Bible Study – we will get 

into this in only a surface fashion.

– Teach some tools on how to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures.



Antiphon for St. Paul

Facing danger at sea, 

and fearful persecution, 

you became a chosen vessel of the Savior. 

With your sermons you enlightened the nations, 

and to the Athenians you revealed the unknown God. 

Teacher of the nations, 

Saint Paul, the Apostle, 

protector of us all, 

keep us who honor you, safe from every trial and danger."



Overview

• The Martyrdom of St 
Stephen

• The Conversion of 
St. Paul

• The World of St. 
Paul

• The Body of Christ

• Missionary Zeal

• Sin and Grace

• By Water and the Holy 
Spirit

• The Word Made Flesh

• Marriage and Holy 
Orders

• Christ Crucified…

• The End Times

• Martyrdom of St Paul



Lecture Outline

• Holy Year Indulgences

• The last journey of Paul 
– His Journey to Rome 
in the context of the Acts 
of Apostles

• Reflections / Key 
Characteristics of the Life 
of St. Paul



Indulgences

• We have come here to St’s Peter and Paul’s to obtain for ourselves the 
Plenary Indulgence of the Holy Year. 

• To obtain our indulgences we will participate devoutly in a sacred 
function or a pious public exercise in honor of St. Paul.

• What is an indulgence and how does one receive an indulgence? 
An indulgence is a way in which the Church, with the power of the Keys 
which Our Lord gave to St. Peter and his successors, joins our good works 
to the merits of the saints in Paradise and to Our Lord's own sacrifice. To 
receive an indulgence, one must be in the state of grace, which requires a 
good sacramental Confession and reception of Holy Communion, two
weeks before or after to fulfill the requirements of the indulgence.
We can also obtain the indulgence for ourselves or for the sake of the 
faithful departed, who are completing their final purification in Purgatory.

• What are plenary indulgences?
A plenary indulgence removes all the temporal punishment due to sin

• Let us pray the following prayers keeping close in mind the memory of 
the Prince of the Apostles, St. Peter



Our Father

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.



Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell; the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen. 



Memorare

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known that anyone who fled 
to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought 
thy intercession, was left unaided. Inspired by 
this confidence I fly unto thee, O Virgin of 
virgins, my Mother. To thee do I come, before 
thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of 
the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, 
but in thy mercy hear and answer me.

Amen.



Prayer of St. Paul

O holy Apostle Paul, you are a vessel of election 
and indeed worthy to be glorified. You are the 
preacher of truth and teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and truth. Through you all nations have 
known the grace of God. Intercede for us with 
God who chose you.

Amen



Paul’s Journey to Rome
(57 AD)

• In St. Paul’s journey to his own martyrdom, St. Luke draws some 
strong parallels to the martyrdom of Stephen, and to the passion
of Christ.
– In a way St. Luke is demonstrating God’s uncanny ability to draw 

good out of bad circumstances – to draw straight with crooked lines.

• Paul returns to Jerusalem  (Acts 21:15)
– The Holy Spirit has been warning Paul that the end is coming, so he 

returns to Jerusalem and visits with James (the Bishop of Jerusalem) 
and all the priests at the time.  

– Paul begins his stay in Jerusalem by purifying himself to place the 
Church in Jerusalem at ease (There is still a struggle in the Church 
between Jewish Christians and Hellenist Christians)

– The Jews from Asia recognize him and stir up a riot against him – try 
to beat him to death.

– He is rescued by the Romans who carry him into the barracks when
he asks to speak to the crowd.



Acts 22 – Before the 
Sanhedrin

• He is presents his second autobiography 
– A Zealous Jew – trained at the feet of Gemeliel

– Persecuted Christians (“The Way”) – went to 
Damascus

– Was struck down by Christ, blinded, baptized and 
regained his sight.

– God gave him a vision to send him to preach to 
the Gentiles

• Reminds them that he was a witness at the 
martyrdom of Stephen.

– The Crowd (remembering Stephen from XX 
Years ago) riots again, so the commander takes 
Paul into the barracks and stretches him out to be 
whipped, then Paul reveals his Roman citizenship.



Acts 23-24 Felix

• Paul is taken before the Sanhedrin (similar to Christ, 
Stephen) – He is savy enough to set up a debate 
between the Sadducees (who don’t believe in the 
resurrection of the dead) and the Pharisees (who 
do).

• Another Riot ensues, the commander again rescues 
Paul

• Christ reveals to Paul that he will take the name of 
Christ all the way to Rome.

• There is a plot to ambush Paul on his way back to 
the Sanhedrin – Paul’s nephew becomes aware, and 
so the Roman Commander sends him away to Felix 
(Governor)

• The Governor puts off deciding the case, and 
releases Paul (a little bit) and after two years, Felix is 
replaced by Porcius Festus, and leaves Paul in prison.



Acts 25 - Festus

• Porcius Festus wants to please the Sanhedrin, 
so he lets them come down to Ceserea and 
accuse Paul.  In that trial, Festus asks Paul if he 
will go and stand trial in Jerusalem (the plan is 
that he will be killed on the way to Jerusalem).

• Paul responds by appealing to Caesar.  

• King Agrippa comes to visit Festus, so Festus 
has Paul state his case to the king.



King Agrippa
Acts 26

• Paul now recounts his biography, 
experience as a persecutor of “The Way” 
and conversion on the road to Damascus 
for a third time.  Paul is stating his case 
for conversion to Agrippa.  

• Agrippa agrees that Paul does not 
deserve death, but he has appealed to 
Caesar, so to Caesar he must go.



Acts 27 – Adventure at Sea



Acts 28 – 60 AD
Malta to Rome
• After the ship that he is sailing on breaks up in 

a storm off of Malta, Paul is bitten by a snake, 
does not die, and heals the daughter of one of 
the local leaders.

• He journeys to Rome (Via the Appian way), 
where he meets with the Church in Rome, and 
stays under house arrest. (Captivity Letters are 
written?)

• He proclaims the Gospel first to the Jews in 
Rome (big surprise – no riots!).

• He stays in Rome for 2 years



Paul’s Martyrdom
(64 AD)

• Paul suffered martyrdom near Rome at a place called Aquae 
Salviae (now Tre Fontane), somewhat east of the Ostian Way, 
about two miles from the Basilica of St. Paul’s outside the Walls 
which marks his burial place.

• The martyrdom took place towards the end of the reign of Nero, 
(12-14 years into Nero’s reign).

• According to the most common opinion, Paul was beheaded by 
the sword on the same day that St. Peter was Crucified upside 
down. 

• From time immemorial the solemnity of the Apostles Peter and 
Paul has been celebrated on 29 June, which is the anniversary 
either of their death or of the translation of their relics.



Reflections on St. Paul
(Archbishop Chaput)

• Paul was pursuing the truth; he was a martyr to the 
truth.
– He was always ready to "convince, rebuke, exhort, [and] be 

unfailing in patience and in teaching" (2 Tim 4:2-3).

– He was willing to "fight the good fight" (1 Tim 1:18).

– He also had no fear of consequences, because "when we are 
reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; when 
we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the 
scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now" (1
Cor 4:12-13). 

• Two core Pauline qualities –
– His keen sense of his times (he knew his culture)

– His intense zeal for the truth --



The conversion of our 
culture

• Paul could begin the conversion of an empire with nothing but a 
love for God – well, at least you have nothing less than he did to 
work with.

• The lesson of St. Paul, now and for every generation, is that we
need to engage the world with intelligence, a creative spirit and, 
most importantly, charity, which "bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things." (I Cor 13:7).

• But real charity depends on truth; not shallow courtesies and not 
false compromises. Paul reminds us that charity "does not rejoice 
in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth" (I Co 13:6). In 
fact, no greater gift of love exists than sharing the truth with
others. Only God’s truth sets us free.



Culture Bridge

• St. Paul’s mission was to bridge cultures – Roman Citizen, Greek 
Culture, Jewish Faith – This ties to the Archbishop’s point – know 
your culture and your community and be able to engage it.  

• We engage in similar ways / similar backgrounds.  In what ways do 
we allow our Catholic faith, our relationship with Jesus Christ to 
transform our worlds.

• Each one of us lives in a multi-cultural world.
– Our Baptism is our mandate to proclaim the Gospel to that world.

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (Mt 28:19), he was 
talking to you and me. Here. Today. Now. We’re missionaries.

– The mission is hardwired into our Christian gene code. When St. Paul 
says, Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel (1 Cor 9:16), he’s 
giving a voice to what all of us should feel if we really understand our 
faith.



Pope Benedict XVI 
Reflects on Paul

• All Paul´s actions begin from this center. His 
faith is the experience of being loved by Jesus 
Christ in a very personal way. It is awareness 
of the fact that Christ did not face death for 
something anonymous but rather for love of 
him - of Paul - and that, as the Risen One, he 
still loves him; in other words, Christ gave 
himself for him. Paul´s faith is being struck by 
the love of Jesus Christ, a love that 
overwhelms him to his depths and transforms 
him. His faith is not a theory, an opinion 
about God and the world. His faith is the 
impact of God´s love in his heart. Thus, this 
same faith was love for Jesus Christ.



The driving force
in his life
• Thessalonians, he himself says: "We had courage... to 

proclaim to you the Gospel of God in the face of great 
opposition... In fact, we never spoke words of 
adulation, as you know" (1 Thes 2: 2, 5). The truth 
was too great for him to be willing to sacrifice it with a 
view to external success. For him, the truth that he 
experienced in his encounter with the Risen One was 
well worth the fight, persecution and suffering. But 
what most deeply motivated him was being loved by 
Jesus Christ and the desire to communicate this love to 
others. Paul was a man capable of loving and all of his 
actions and suffering can only be explained on the basis 
of this core sentiment.



St Augustine Reflects 
on St. Paul
• St Paul's personality can be summarized with this 

powerful phrase: Cor Paoli, Cor Christi -- "The heart of 
Paul is the heart of Christ."

• “Love and do what you please. The one who loves 
Christ as Paul loved him can truly do as he pleases 
because his love is united to Christ´s will and thus with 
God´s will; because his will is anchored to the truth 
and because his will is no longer merely his own, 
arbitrary to the autonomous self, but is integrated into 
God´s freedom from which he receives the path to 
take.”



Last Lenses

• If you had to pick one lens to look at the action of 
Christ in the life of St. Paul what would that lens be?

• If you had to pick a lens to look at the action of Christ 
in your own life – what would that lens be?

• Began this lecture series with the martyrdom of St. 
Stephen, we will end with the martyrdom of St. Paul

– Both were engaged in the proclamation of the Gospel when 
they died.

• What will our Martyrdom (our life of witness) to the 
Gospel of Christ be?



Run so as to win!

• “Do you not know that the runners in 
the stadium all run in the race, but only 
one wins the prize? Run so as to win. 
Every athlete exercises discipline in 
every way. They do it to win a 
perishable crown, but we an 
imperishable one. Thus I do not run 
aimlessly; I do not fight as if I were 
shadowboxing. No, I drive my body 
and train it, for fear that, after having 
preached to others, I myself should be 
disqualified.  (1 Cor 9:24-27).



Resources

• Catechesis on St. Paul – Pope Benedict XVI

• Thoughts on the mission of Paul – Archbishop 
Chaput

• Catholic Encyclopedia 
(http://www.newadvent.org/cathen)

• Acts of the Apostles (St. Luke)


