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Lecture Series Goals

• Help Catholics to get to know St. Paul a 
little better.
– Examination of his prayer, theology, life and 

history.

• Examination of the Writings of St. Paul
– Not a technical Bible Study – we will get 

into this in only a surface fashion.

– Teach some tools on how to read and reflect 
on the Scriptures.



Antiphon for St. Paul

Facing danger at sea, 

and fearful persecution, 

you became a chosen vessel of the Savior. 

With your sermons you enlightened the nations, 

and to the Athenians you revealed the unknown God. 

Teacher of the nations, 

Saint Paul, the Apostle, 

protector of us all, 

keep us who honor you, safe from every trial and danger."



Overview

• The Martyrdom of St 
Stephen

• The Conversion of 
St. Paul

• The World of St. 
Paul

• The Body of Christ

• Missionary Zeal

• Sin and Grace

• By Water and the 
Holy Spirit

• The Word Made 
Flesh

• Marriage and Holy 
Orders

• The Perfect Sacrifice

• The End Times

• Martyrdom of St 
Paul



Letter to
the Hebrews

• HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory

– Written from Rome in 63AD (Possibly edited by St. Luke)

– Assumes that the Temple in Jerusalem is still standing and the 
sacrifices are being effected.  Much of this argues the supremacy of 
Christ’s Sacrifice as both Priest and Victim.

• AuthorshipAuthorshipAuthorshipAuthorship

– The Church teaches that Hebrews was written by St. Paul (Although 
possibly edited by St. Luke). 

• CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity

– Possibly the Church in Jerusalem after the beheading of St. James the 
Less (in 62 AD).  A homily aimed at Jewish Christians who are 
tempted to go back to Judaism under persecution.

• StyleStyleStyleStyle

– Paul describes this letter as a “message of encouragement” (Heb 
13:22) – In the style of a synagogue sermon.



Key Ideas

• Where does Jesus Christ fit into the Universe

– His relationship to God the Father

– His relationship to the Angels

– His relationship to us.

• Jesus is the divine High Priest 

– Aaronic Priesthood versus Melchizedek

– Genetics versus Vocation

• Jesus is the Victim, Jesus lives in the Temple

– The Old Covenant – Sacrifice of Bulls and Goats, the Shadow of 
what is to come.  Made by human hands

– The New Covenant – Sacrifices of himself, the reality that casts the 
shadow.  God writes his law on our hearts.

– Destroy this temple and in 3 days I will raise it up again…

• Litany of Faith

– Hold fast to the faith and persevere in time of persecution



Highlights

• Paul’s arguments from Scripture are to prove 
that Christ is the Messiah using a rabbinical 
technique called “Derash”.  

• He argues from Hebrew Scriptures about the 
centrality of Christ, His superiority and His 
sacrifice to the Jewish community.

• Some of the most beautiful passages of 
Scripture are found in Paul’s letter to the 
Hebrews.  Real gems.

• Constantly contrasting the Old Testament to 
the New Testament.  The Old Testament is the 
Ante-Chamber to the New Testament.



Derash

• The difference between who casts a 
shadow (Christ) and the shadow itself 
(Old Covenant).
– Roots in platonic argument – the thing and 

the image of the thing.  Which is more 
perfect?  The actual thing. 

– Compare and Contrast – the New and the 
Old. 

• Remember St. Paul’s own understanding 
of his Jewish Faith
– St. Paul shows his clear understanding of the 

Temple practices and how they are surplanted
by the coming of Christ.



Christology

• Christology
– The theological study of Christ (God’s anointed one), the one 

through whom God saves.

• Christ is the Son of God – heir to all things
– God created all things through Christ

– Christ is the perfect imprint / reflection of God in the flesh.

– He is pre-existent as the Word, as the Creator in consubstantial 
equality to His Father. 

• Christ is Superior to Angels 
– Derash – Compare what an Angel is to who Christ is.

– 1:5For to which of the angels did God ever say: "You are my 
son; this day I have begotten you"? Or again: "I will be a 
father to him, and he shall be a son to me"? 

– Since when did God refer to any of his angels as his son?



Jesus and the Angels

• In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our 
ancestors through the prophets; 2in these last days, he spoke to us 
through a son, whom he made heir of all things and through 
whom he created the universe, 3who is the refulgence of his glory, 
the very imprint of his being, and who sustains all things by his 
mighty word. When he had accomplished purification from sins, 
he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4as far 
superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever 
say: "You are my son; this day I have begotten you"? Or again: "I 
will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me"? 6And again, 
when he leads the first-born into the world, he says: "Let all the 
angels of God worship him." 7Of the angels he says: "He makes 
his angels winds and his ministers a fiery flame"; 8but of the Son: 
"Your throne, O God, stands forever and ever; and a righteous 
scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. (Hebrews 1)



Our relationship to Christ
• Christ is the Creator and the one through whom God Creates.

• God Consecrates (Baptism) through Christ.

• Christ our brother is True God and True Man.

– To save us from slavery to Sin

– Because He is our brother, then he is capable of blotting out our sins.

– He wanted to be our brother to show the depths of God’s love and 
mercy.

– Because He is our brother he can help us when we suffer and our 
tested.

• The qualifications found in Jesus Christ through His incarnation. 

– He has the same nature as those for whom he is to act as priest;

– He is able to have sympathy with human frailty



Jesus – Our Brother
• 10For it was fitting that he, for whom and through whom all things

exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the leader 
to their salvation perfect through suffering. 11He who consecrates 
and those who are being consecrated all have one origin. 
Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them "brothers," 12saying: …
"Behold, I and the children God has given me." 14Now since the 
children share in blood and flesh, he likewise shared in them, that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who through fear of 
death had been subject to slavery all their life. 16Surely he did not 
help angels but rather the descendants of Abraham; 17therefore, 
he had to become like his brothers in every way, that he might be 
a merciful and faithful high priest before God to expiate the sins 
of the people. 18Because he himself was tested through what he 
suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. (Hebrews 
2)



Priesthood of Christ

• St. Paul begins with the High Priest in the temple.

– The temple priests are beset with infirmity, moral as well as 
physical. 

– There is an emphasis on the fact that the priest shares in 
suffering for sin

• Priesthood is a calling by God.  
– Chosen "from among men", he must have the same nature as men, 

and be appointed by God on behalf of men "in the things that 
appertain to God", i.e., in all that has to do with divine worship, "to 
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins", indicating the principal function of 
the High Priest. On the demand of outstanding holiness in a priest.

– Priesthood (Holy Orders) is a calling from God.



Aaronic Priesthood vs
Priesthood of Christ
• Every high priest is taken from 

among men and made their 
representative before God, to 
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
2He is able to deal patiently with 
the ignorant and erring, for he 
himself is beset by weakness 3and 
so, for this reason, must make sin 
offerings for himself as well as for 
the people. 4No one takes this 
honor upon himself but only when 
called by God, just as Aaron was. 
5In the same way, it was not Christ 
who glorified himself in becoming 
high priest. (Hebrews 5)



Vocational Priesthood

• Psalm 110:  King David speaks of his Son as
– “A Priest forever like Melchizedek of Old.” 

– The Priesthood of Melchizedek is a priesthood that you are called 
to, not born into (Different than Aaronic Priesthood).

– Jesus was of the tribe of Judah, not Levi (Aaron’s tribe).

• Paul assumes that Melchizedek was a priest of the God of 
Israel. 
– Genesis gives no genealogy; therefore he is seen as a type of Christ, 

representing a priesthood that is unique and eternal.

• Christ did not need to sacrifice for his own sins, unlike the 
Jewish priests he was without sin.

• Christ becomes the priest / victim – he learned obedience 
by what he suffered.



Priesthood of 
Melchizedek 

• 6just as he says in another place: "You are a 
priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek." 7In the days when he was in the 
flesh, he offered prayers and supplications with 
loud cries and tears to the one who was able to 
save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverence. 8Son though he was, 
he learned obedience from what he suffered; 
9and when he was made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 
him, 10declared by God high priest according 
to the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 5)



The Old and the New

• Christ’s role is to be seated at the Father’s right hand

– To offer prayer and sacrifices as a human

• Compare their priest (the image / shadow) with our 
priest (the reality / the one who cast’s the shadow)

• Compare the Old Covenant (which does not satisfy, 
but brings us to a place where we are ready to receive 
the New Covenant.

– Old relationship was mediated through animal sacrifice

– New relationship is mediated through our hearts.



Old and 
New Priests

• We have such a high priest, who has taken his seat at the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2a 
minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle that the 
Lord, not man, set up. … 5They worship in a copy and 
shadow of the heavenly sanctuary, as Moses was warned …
6Now he has obtained so much more excellent a ministry as 
he is mediator of a better covenant, enacted on better 
promises. …9It will not be like the covenant I made with 
their fathers the day I took them by the hand to lead them 
forth from the land of Egypt; for they did not stand by my 
covenant and I ignored them, says the Lord. 10But this is the 
covenant I will establish with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their minds and I 
will write them upon their hearts. I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.  (Hebrews 8)



Blood of the Lamb
• I am the Way, the Truth and the Life 

(John 14:6).
– Christ journeys into the heavenly tabernacle

– In Exodus, the Tabernacle was the place 
where God and Man met.  Here, Christ takes 
us to our heavenly home (Eschatology).

• “Blood” (v.7) was essential to OT sacrifice because it was 
believed that life was located in the blood. Hence blood 
was especially sacred, and its outpouring functioned as a 
meaningful symbol of cleansing from sin and reconciliation 
with God. 

• St. Paul compares the sacrifice of the Old 
Covenant to the Sacrifice of the New 
Covenant.



Christ the Victim

• 11But when Christ came as high priest of the good 
things that have come to be, passing through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made by 
hands, that is, not belonging to this creation, 12he 
entered once for all into the sanctuary, not with the 
blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus 
obtaining eternal redemption. 13For if the blood of 
goats and bulls and the sprinkling of a heifer’s ashes can 
sanctify those who are defiled so that their flesh is 
cleansed, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal spirit offered himself 
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from 
dead works to worship the living God. (Hebrews 9)



Litany of Faith

• In the Seder meal (The Jewish celebration of 
the Passover) there is a prayer called the litany 
dayenu – meaning it would have been good 
enough.  

• In Chapter 11 of Hebrews, St. Paul adopts this 
style to encourage the Hebrews to have faith, 
they will persevere with this long litany of how 
God has always provided for the Jewish saints 
who persevered by the gift of Faith (pi,stij).



By Faith…

• Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things 
not seen…3By faith we understand that the universe was ordered 
by the word of God, so that what is visible came into being 
through the invisible. 4By faith Abel offered to God a sacrifice 
greater than Cain’s…8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he was to go…. 23By 
faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his 
birth, because they saw that he was a beautiful child, and they 
were not afraid of the king’s edict. 28By faith he kept the Passover 
and sprinkled the blood, that the Destroyer of the firstborn might 
not touch them. 29By faith they crossed the Red Sea as if it were 
dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted it they were 
drowned...39Yet all these, though approved because of their faith, 
did not receive what had been promised. 40God had foreseen 
something better for us, so that without us they should not be 
made perfect.  (Hebrews 11)



Cloud of Witnesses 

• Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of 
every burden and sin that clings to us and 
persevere in running the race that lies before us 
2while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the 
leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake of 
the joy that lay before him he endured the 
cross, despising its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right of the throne of God. 
3Consider how he endured such opposition 
from sinners, in order that you may not grow 
weary and lose heart.  (Hebrews 12)



Closing Blessing 

• 20May the God of peace, who brought 
up from the dead the great shepherd of 
the sheep by the blood of the eternal 
covenant, Jesus our Lord, 21furnish you 
with all that is good, that you may do his 
will. May he carry out in you what is 
pleasing to him through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory forever (and ever). 
Amen.  (Hebrews 13) 



What is coming next…

• The Second Coming of Christ

– Christ the King

– The Tribulation

– The New Jerusalem



Resources

• Father Andreas Hock (St. Francis School for 
Deacons)

• New Jerome Biblical Commentary

• New Testament (Raymond Brown)

• NAB Catholic Study Bible (Oxford University 
Press)



Christ is the Sacrifice

• Why does God love and honor sacrifice?
– Because when we truly sacrifice we reflect the love 

of His son.
• True God and True Man

– Focuses on Christ's priesthood by being true God and true man, 
capable of blotting out men's sins by His unrepeatable because 
supreme sacrifice. He inaugurates a non-genealogical, a vocational 
priesthood. The effectiveness and lastingness of His intercession on 
our behalf is founded upon the Lord's self-abasement and glorification 

• Christ is superior to Moses
– 3:5Moses was "faithful in all his house" as a "servant" to testify 

to what would be spoken, 6but Christ was faithful as a son 
placed over his house. We are his house, if (only) we hold fast 
to our confidence and pride in our hope. 

– The house of God (The Church) in which Moses was a servant, 
but Christ is placed over that same house, therefore Christ is 



Where’s Jesus? (1,3)

• Titles for Christ
– Son, Messiah, Jesus and Lord; elsewhere He is also Sanctifier, 

Heir, Mediator, Shepherd and Apostle

• Paul explores the subject of universal redemption in 
Christ the mediator through the cross. He is 
simultaneously Victim and Priest. 

• Mercy and compassion are singled out as 
prominently priestly virtues.

• The priest is inclined to put the sinner's 
intentions in the best light (cf. Gal 6:1).


